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THE DOMINO. 


I met a pilgrim clothed in hodden grey ; 
E’er any greeting word I found to say, 
He cried in accents masterful and stern: 
“ My name, Indifference, I pray you learn, 
Nor bar the way when I am passing by.” 

“ You look like Love,” quoth I. 


I met a lordling in a purple cloak 

Most bravely garnished ; yet like churl he spoke, 

And bade me heed he came of courtly strain, 

Somewhile called Pride, and otherwhile Disdain, 

Whose favour none might hope to beg or buy. 
“You look like Love,” quoth I. 


I met a wight arrayed in martial red, 

And on his shield a heart shaft-bitten bled. 

“J Anger am, I bear both sword and fire; 

At my approach all men afraid retire. 

They forfeit life, who will not turn and fly!” 
“You look like Love,” quoth I. 


I met a dameel, drooping-eye and sad, 
And like a holy sister she was clad. 
Some cordial from a slender flask she poured, 
And smiled, and bade me drink ; ‘twas Pity’s hoard, 
To succour wounded ones that else must die. 
“You look like Love,” quoth I. 


I met a fugitive distraught, and blue, 
sie aaa stayed for dread, and sometimes 
lew. 
Though lord of all that sweetest bards have sung, 
Not one poor word supplied his halting tongue, 
But all his soul he layihad in a sigh. 
“So you are Love!” quoth I. 
eh 


THE BEST WAY TO ARGUE. 


SHarp Dame: “I must frankly tell you, Mr. Meek, 
that my consent to your marrying my daughter has 
been wrung from me under protest.” 

Mr. Meek: “EhP Protest?” 

Sharp Dame: “Yes, sir. I knew that if I did not 
consent she would dis the family by an elopement. 
When she wants anything we all have to give in to her, 
or take the consequences; and long experience has 
taught me that I might as well try to fan off a cyclone 
asreason with her when she gets angry, especially if 
there is a flat-iron or a rolling-pin handy, and so I just 
give up at once. Has the wedding day been fixed on 
yet, Mr. Meek P” 

Mr. Meek: “Um—er, not yet; and in fact, madam, 
T'm—I'm a little afraid I’ can’t afford to marry. 
Goo—good-day.” 


a 
HOW ANIMALS FEEL AT SEA, 


Homan beings are not the only ones who suffer from 
@a-sickness by any means. One hears a great deal 
about the pange that have filled men and women with 
woe, but little is said of the menageries brought to 

land every year, or carried hither and thither in 
Wave-toseed boats. Lions and tigers may be majestic 
when they have unwavering earth or rock against their 
Paws, but a sea-sick cat of fins tribes is as miserable as 
any man ever was, and does not 
look a bit more kingly than a wet 
rabbit. Even its roars and growls 
have a weeping sound in them, 
quite in keeping with the general 


(| appearance of the beast. — 
LGR oe monkey is as pitiful an 
‘aie object when it is sea-sick as any 


other beast so stricken, and its 

cial expression is so human-like, and the way 

the wee ita pawa across its stomach is so natural, that 

to man who is not sea-sick necessarily sees something 
pt at in the misery of the creature. 

bli kes a dog to be woefnl at sea. It has a way of 

ung all up, with ita tail between ita legs and head 

iteelf Ee 1% that shows deep-seated pain. To free 

will. pod dog goes through all sorts of contortions. It 

stretch out on the deck, groan and squeal, some- 


ime rising on its haunches and ita head, and 
sound of poe Ta miserably, as some do at the 
tr CAB, YOU gover 85,908 miles an hour? This a 
assum 


in the same direction as the sun’s true motion, which is 


ii Ni 


WHERE THE SUN SHINES MOST IN| YOU CAN WALK 85.980 MILES AN 


ENGLAND. 


AccorDING to the lists prepared by registrars of 
mean annual sunshine, Pembroke occupies the enviable 
position of being the sunniest spot in all England. 

It is, however, closely followed in this respect by 
Jersey, Valentia, Falmouth, Isle of Man, Hastings, 
Eastbourne, Plymouth, and Blackpool, in the order 
given. ‘The dullest spots in Britain appear to be 
Glasgow, London, and Cisneareer: 


Oe 
IS BURGLARY A SCIENCE? 


THE modern burglar is a scientist and inventor in his 
way. Recently a new era in safe breaking and other 
branches of the cracksman's art has opened, and the 
famous jimmy, so long rampant on the successful 
burglar’s coat of arms, is to be superseded by more con- 
venient labour-saving tools. 

In Marseilles the other day a gang of ingenious cracks- 
men entered a banker's office armed with a steel saw of 
the newest construction and a handy little gas- engine. 
There was no need for the exercise of muscle, nor was 
there any necessity for a good strong wrist at the saw, 
as there was at one time in the annalsof famous robberies. 

The little engine was started, the saw put in the 
proper place, and the connections made. Seating them- 
selves serenely upon a couple of chaira near at hand, 
these modern burglars watched the true and rapid work 
of their appliances. 

The big safe might have resisted for hours the force 
of human hands, but the saw, impelled by the engine, it 
could not stand against. The stout iron safe promptly 

ielded up its contents of over £600 worth of gold and 
louis, and in a quarter of the time it would have taken 
to have committed the robbery under the old conditions 
the burglars were well out of the building with their 
booty. 
re fee 


THE CONJUROR AND THE GUN 
TRICK. 


A veERY pleasant anecdote is told of Professor 
Anderson by Mr. Arthur & Beckett in his “ Green Room 
Recollections.” He says the Professor, in his great gun 
trick, used to give one of the audience a rifle, some 
powder, and a marked bullet. The marksman was then 

uested to load and prepare to fire. 

hereupon the Professor walked to tha end of the 
stage and invited the rifleman to shoot him. Then, 
after the marksman had fired, he used to produce the 
marked bullet, insisting that he had caught it on a 
plate. On one occasion a friend of mine, who was an 
admirable amateur conjuror, offered himself as an 
assistant. He took the gun and the ammunition and 
duly loaded. ; 

Tt was the custom of the Professor to give the bullet 
a final tap with his wand to see that it was rammed 
down properly; and this final tap, I have been told, 
extracted the bullet. This my friend knew, and when 
the Professor offered his assistance he cad declined. 
Anderson did not insist, but coolly walked to the end of 
the stage and called out: “ Now, sir, take a good aim at 
me and fire!” 

My friend hesitated, as he was well aware that the 

in’ he was holding was really loaded. “Fire, sir, 
fics !” cried the Professor. . 

My friend lowered the weapon, and, saying he could 
not let it off, retuned it to Anderson, who immediately, 
under pretence of seeing whether it had been properly 
loaded, extracted the bullet. Then he gave the gun to 
someone else. But befoye the rifle was fired he addressed 
the audience. “Ladies ‘and gentlemen,” said he, “the 
person who has just resume his seat knew my. trick 
and foiled it. If he had fired, this probably would have 
been my last appearance before you. But he hadn’t 
sufficient nerve to shoot me!” 

When it dawned upon the house that Anderson had 
risked his life rather than confess himself beaten, the 
applause was ao ge My friend told me that he 
falt rather small, and regre his penchant for 
practical joking. 
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ent of the earth, and the earth’s 
ed that the motion of the pedestrian, the axial movem : A ee ed 


HOUR 


Have you ever thought of the distance you travel 
while you are out for an hour's stroll? Possibly you 
walk three miles within the hour, but that does not b 
any means represent the distance you travel. The earth 
turns on its axis every twenty-four hours. For the sake 
of round figures we will call the earth’s circumference 
24,000 miles, and so you must have travelled during your 
hones stroll a thousand miles in the axial turn of the 
earth. 

_ But this is by no means all, The earth makes a 
journey round the sun every year, and a long but rapid 
trip it is. The distance of our planet from the sun we 
will put at 92,000,000 miles. This is the radius of the 
earth’s orbit—half the diameter of the circle, as we call 
it. The whole diameter is therefore 184,000,000 miles, 
and the circumference, being the diameter multiplied by 
3'1416, is about 578,000,000. 

_ This amazing distance the earth travels in its yearly 
journey, and dividing it by 365 we find the daily speed 
about 1,584,000. Then, to get the distance you rode 
round the sun during your hour's walk, divide again by 


.24, and the result is about 66,000 miles. But this is not 


the end of your hour's trip. 

brood of planets, is moving in space at the rate of 

166,000, miles in a year. This is at the rate of a 

poe more than 454,000 miles a day, or 18,900 miles an 
our. 

So, adding your three miles of leg travel to the hour's 
axial movement of the earth, this to the earth’s orbital 
journey, and that again to the earth’s excursion with the 
pry and you find you have travelled in the hour, 85,903 
miles. 


The sun, with its entire 


Se ge 


Tom: “How cold that pretty Mies Jones does look, 
Bob. She ought to have something round her!” 

Bob (absent-mindedly}: ‘She will have as soon as it 
gets dark.” 


“T pon’? like our doctor,” said Willie. “I went and 
caught a cold bad enough to keep me at home from 
school for two weeks, and the mean old doctor cured 
me in less than two days.” 

—— fe 


UNAVOIDABLE Deuay.—‘ That execution was half 
an hour late.” 

“Yes; the Sheriff and the condemned man began 
talking about their bicycles.” 

SEER ai stn ammemmnmeeend 

MistREss: “ Mary, go to the door at once. Someone 
has rung three times.” 

Mary: “ Oh, it’s all right, mum. It’s only that young 
feller as is mashed on Miss Maud. Yer needn't be 
afraid of his goin’ away in a hurry.” 

a 2 

THe Rvuiine Passion.—Magistrate: “Have you 
anything to say before the judgment of the Court is 
passed upon you ?” 

Prisoner: “ Beggin’ worship’s pardon, could you 
tell me the latest score of the Australians ?” 

ee he 

TAKE one pair of eyes as big as saucers, a vocabulary 
greater than Dr. Johnson's, limitless quantities of flesh, 
the pedestrian capacity of a walking-match winner, and 
intelligence greater than the most learned Greek 
philosopher. The result will be the average baby as ite 
mother sees it. 


VAIN PEOPLE PLEASE SKIP. 


It is the craze just now to have one’s handwriting submitted 
to an expert in order to gain an insight into the mysteries 
of one’s own character. To enable our readers to keep up with 
the times we have retained the services of the most expert 
graphologist of the present day, and those who care to “know 
themselves” have only to forward to this office a specimen of 
their handwriting, upon an unruled sheet of paper, with their 
usual signature and full address. With this must be inclosed 
sis stamps and a stamped addressed envelope. All letters 
should be marked “ Graphologist,” and forwarded to Pearson’s 
Weekly Building, Henrietta Street, London, W.O. 


uestion is brilliantly answered in an article on this page In the calculations, however, 
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they rode away bidding us thank them for not burning 
goes eit eg ears. 
e wal pennons flutter along the road, and 
then turned to re-enter the house, wh f 
sar cea oma us. SRS ee 
e soldiers had paused and were looki 
Then one returned. lf-way he reined u Pitch ae 
high hedge and looked over. He waved his hand, and 
his companions wheeled their horses and cantered buck. 
Dismounting, the first man made bis way through a 
apn the h and issued leading—Achille’s horse! 


the rider dropped off 
Be intents _ 
Where the face of the ; 
man was not blood 
it was black with 
der smoke, save & 
udicrous white smear 
where he had wiped 
with his sleeve the 


By Water RorHxweE.L.. 


reading into a map of France. blood and dust from en the w up before the farmhouse again the 
“Then Mac. "a army is cut off from Metz and Sergeant's face was pale with passion, and he poured 
Marshal Bezaine?” said Ambroise, looking again to me. out a torrent of insults and threate. It was useless for 


us to deny knowledge of the fugitive now, but to all 


his eyes. | 
We bore him in 
and laid him upon @ 


plainly the result of the defeat at Worth and of the | the table; brought’ questions we answered nots. ‘We were two crippled 
enemy’s rapid advance. “And road to Neu- | water, brandy, wine, men and a woman, and could do nought but keep silence 
chitean——” and thy he sat and suffer. 


They questioned, threatened, struck us, and once 
Ambroise, fixing his fin in the throat of one of our 
captors, bore him to und. But he was torn 
away, blinded by blows, and his hands were bound. 

Beside himeelf with fury, the Sergeant shouted : “You 
will not speak, you dogs—you French scum. By (od, 
but you shall. Place them against the wall,” he 
commanded. “Now, farmer, we shall see. Refuse 
three times, and my men will shoot—your wife!” 

Ambroise’s face blanched, and, seeing it, the Uhlan 
laughed. The sound brought my comrade’s form up, 
straight as an arrow, to “ Attention,” and stiffened his lip. 

ae Present! Nowwillyougivethemanup? One!” 

os o! ’ 


presen: 3: er 
up asters xo Se 
speechless. e > 
must have come tie az: 
the devil, those two; the wonder was the ride had not 
broken the hearts of both man and horse. 
We were supporting him to the arm-chair which 
Ambroise had lately occupied, when Catherine returned. 
“ Ambroise,” she shouted in excitement, before she 
had fairly entered the house, " there are soldiers coming 
past the wood—My God! Achille! What is this P” 
Bewildered for the moment, we let the young man go, 
and she, rushing forward, caught him in her arms as he 


““Kehille!” we echoed, for the blood—the dust—the 


“Is the only way to Chilons and safety. They must 
retreat and join De Failly—all that are left. And 
Bazaine needs aid, and now——” 

His peoned. for tha quasi of =e ing and ing 
came from the chimney corner. It was Pére eanince, 
white-haired, feeble with age. He had brought us the 
Er and his only son was with the Third Corps at 

etz. 

_ Ambroise cin “ Ah, my friends, they are advanc- 


at the scornful tones, Pare Beaudrot ceased hie crying | unnatural ride had eo dicfi him that only her| “Two!” 
and vacantly stared at her, but half ing. | woman’s eyes had i im. Silence. And then—* No!” 
“ See, he thinks of himself—himself—when France is in “Fools!” she cried. “The soldiers are comin “Three!” 


Prussians—down the road—my God, they will kill bim.” 

And sure enough the jangle of swords and the sound 
of hoofs, that we had not beard before, grew from a 
faint “thud” to a heavy clank and gallop. 

Not a moment to be fiat. Ambroise, catching up the 
young man like a child, carried him bodily from the 
apartment, whilst Catherine nervously wi the blood 
from the table and floor with whatever she could find 
to her hand. 

Pere Beaudrot had sunk from his'maudlin state into 
terrified silence, and lay back in his chair incapable of 
movement or speech. 

Nothing was to be done but delay, if possible, the 
pursders, for pursuers they must be, and, stumping to 
the door, I reached it as the foremost two sprang from 
their horses. They were Ublans, that I could see from 
their pennoned lances and equare topped helmets. A 

mt was in command. 

“Where is the messenger who came this way,” he 
cried in his oe oe I barely understood. 

“ What messenger ? ” I asked, tryi in time. 

“The Hussar, fool; the sauna teem Mat” 

“ T know nothing, monsieur ; have seen no one, though 


Ambroise stole a glance at Catherine by his side, and 
realised that the pistol barrels pointed straight at her 
breast. His next word would be the signal for her 
death. He hesitated—hie eyes wandered Front her face 
to the five little black muzzles. 

He made a movement as if ome 
to throw himself between them ro a 
and his wife. 

The Ser- 
geant im- 
patiently 
struck his 
hand on his 
sword hilt.{ (Z 
“Speak,” he \ 67 
cried. y 

Catherine 
watched her 


She was a true patriot, was Catherine, Ambroise 
Sautier’s wife; everyone agreed to that. And so the 
eneer wan allowed ki pase unshectes Ss h we knew 


oy 


She loved the bright colours, the rattle of the drums, and 
the clanging of sword and harness, though some said, 
aside, that it was love for the young soldier, her cousin 
Achille, that made eyes sparkle when news came 

the garrison of Metz. And truly when he was at 
home the talk was all of camp and battles, and he and 


n’a Empire extend to Berlin. 
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of her dress. 
terrible—a ghastly moment. 

“Speak,” sbouted ¢he 
officer again. “The devil— 
speak!” and Ambroise Sautier, bowing his head in a 
paroxysm of shame and despair, anawered—“ Yes.” 

The soldiers lowered their pistols. As they did s0 
Catherine withdrew her hand from her dress. Some- 
thing shone in the sun, was buried for one short 
moment with the sound of steel entering flesh, flashed 
out again, and then ere one could move a finger the 
woman had rushed along the road towards the wood. 

Shote followed her, but she esca them all. The 
Uhlans sprang to their horses, but the Sergeant checked 
them. “Let her go,” he cried with an imprecation, 
“ we've no time to waste on her. Look to the man.” 

But Ambroise Sautier was dead. 

When at length the Prussians rode away I crawled 
into the house. Wounded, weak, racked by their horrible 
torture, I creptin to the side of old Pére Beaudrot who 
iy dead in his chair with a gaping wound that dyed his 
white haire red. And there : Fe fainting at his feet. 

A eound of voices came from the little room that 
opened on to the kitchen, and I raised myself on my 

w, listening stupidly. They were the voices of 
Catherine and i 

“T eannot, Catin,” said the soldier, “I must reach 
MacMahon’s army if I walk every foot of the way. The 
dispatches first, and after—— Come, be brave, it is 
for France.” 
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truly ——” 

He out me ehort with a word that lashed like a whip- 
thong—" Liar.” Then to his men: “Search the house, 
and quickly.” 

As the soldiers disappeared eri Sg doorway, 
Ambroise and Catherine came ont. former was 
cool and defiant, as befitted an old soldier; the latter, 
with a terror lurking in her eyes and on her trembling 
lipe, though she held her .head proudly. I tried to 
catch Ambroise’s glance to assure myself that Achille 
was safe, but he resolutely looked every way but towards 


E 
f 


i 
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name of Prussian, and only shook his head vel 
; that Ent - 


me. 

The Sergeant eyed us with a sneer. 

“ Are you the master of this farm, my man P” he said 
to my comrade. “Faith, we sow bullets in harvest time 
now for you, farmer. And this your wife? A fine 
woman! If we were not so busy killing your men, an 
hour might be well spent making love to your women. 
Madame was made for a soldier’s wife,” he added, with 
an insulting leer, “ pity she should be thrown away on 
a wooden-legged pig of a——” 

But the ‘a jest was broken short by something 
in Ambroize’s face—something that made him change 
colour and rein his horse back—his soldiers were not at 
his heela now, and this cripple looked ag, 

d’s eyes, 


answered : “ The Prussians are 6 , Catin, my chil 
and even our victories are bought with lives.” 


is safe. See”—and he pointed to our rough map— 
“see, Froissard is at St. Avold with the Second Corps ; 
Ladmirault at Diedenhofen; Canrobert—our great | Catherine never saw the threat in her hus! 
and she tarned away with a look of contemp To be 
so jeered at and give back no answer—bah! I could 
gee the thought pay She was comparing with 
broise, the young messenger 
Sv : who had rid 80 gallantly. 


Tend Citkdrow he gaee I anw te bis 
: wi i sew im hi a emolder- ‘And then the sweat stood on my | Don’t leave me. I have a right to go with you, for have 
ao of era and oaght of the baie rere a os eae . I re you — i - 
surprised smusket an e horse! right | “Ah, a and poor Ambroise—” , 
sword. He had fushed ike » caught child and had and left; fin" eaten cu “ Ambroies!” and there was a shudder in her voiee. 
As well to be ready, old friend, nowhere to beseen. Perhaps | “ Ambroise was a traitor, and would have betrayed you. 


it had 
take me with you—I will go—I will !—I will! 
t I lay as one with e nightmare, and the words rang 


our ” The fire of old days had grown toa calmer they would not find it. | again and again in my ears: “To save you—I love ou.” 
Frcs etshad sak el ot . d a0 we stood eilent, Orbe was Sleara tot fe minute. ‘Then, a8 e 
Ashe again bent over Ptre Peenitees, and. pos Dit whilst within the soldiers | horror had slowly dawned on him, Achille gave & Cry: 
hand on the old man’s shoulder, he paused and rai hacked and smashedand| “ You killed him—for me! You love me! ba 
his head, for we could hear—thud, thud—the hoofs of a murderess—woree,” and his voice rose almost to a scream. 
Shoeve comsbing Sven thn 100g 508 ore eet oe prisoners. Presently they came out reeking af brandy, | I heard cries, and yers and a struggle se though tbe 
Metz. We married to the door. Had the time come pee Senrtay ae ini i i . Knocking | woman had f Dealt on hi to ent his leaving 
already! Was this the foremost of s fying army? the neck o one of the bottles, her, and then bars Hitchen and out of 
Down the road—e hundsed distant—came a i the five the house, running as for hie life. fell 
reeling man aad howe, bi foam-flecked, |-climbed into the saddla A string of foul oaths from} And i out, still orying to bim, 
drisen to the Jest extxemity it seamed. Steggering on ! the officer almost drowned across the threshold af the doer. 
EARSON’S EEKLY ROVES ITS ORTH 
P ure, pleasing, popular, itty, welcome, wise. P rineipal paper in the W ide world, 


WEEE ENDING 
Ava. 22, 1896. 


PEARSON'S WEEKLY. 


WHAT DRIVES PEOPLE MAD. 


Wate the wear and tear of the present decade may 
have nalled Jareely to our individual wealth, there can 
be no reaso! doubt that the increase of our riches 
bas been contributed at the expense of the decadence of 
our mental and physical health. Indeed, it is the 
serious concern of medical rts how we are to avoid 
wholesale mental destruction should the pace at which 
we are now living become more rapid in the near future. 
The fight for wealth has become so bitter, the gold fever 
go infectious, the struggle for existence so keen, 
that there is little occasion for wonder in the fact that 
the number of lunatics is being augmented to an 
alarming extent in this couutry. 

It is true that the Registrar-General’s report belies 
this assumption; but, as is the case with most statistics, 
the figures, apparent and not real, are totally misleading 
in this department. It is impossible to arrive at any 
reliable statistics in the question of lunacy. The Census 
avails us in discovering about how many lunatics are 
under control, but, owing to a very natural diffidence on 
the part of relatives to advertise the presence of an 
person of unsound mind within the family circle, it 
affords no indication of the number of eccentrics who 
live in their own homes. 

Most of the leading brain specialista are at one in 
the opinion that insanity is on the increase. As a 
matter of fact we have it on the highest medical 
authority that many persons suffering from mania are 
to be found in the main thoroughfares of the City of 
London every day of our lives. e live at such high 
pressure that the present state of things is merely the 
natural outcome of excitement, and an artificial mode 
of living. 

Doctors are that for a man or woman to apply 
themselves close ly to work during the time he or she 
feels “ run down” is one of the surest ways of becoming 
demented. Alntost the first symptom with a person 
who is“ run down™ js loss of memory. Efforts are made 
to jog the memory, thereby inflicting a strain on the 
brat the frequent outcome of which is an impaired 
mind. 

The form of disease in man; 
melancholia, a most serious me disastrous complaint. 
Melancholia, which is very common among women, may 
develop into almost anything. A victim to melancholia 
has been known to be a kleptomaniac one year 


cases of this kind is 


and a homicidal lunatic the next. Yet despite 
this fact—known to everyone with a knowledge of 
medicine if not to oth ere are hundreds of persons 


suffering from this us disease who are under no 
sort of control whatever. The brain is allowed to 
remain in a state of disorder for years, until the victim 
horrifies his friends by committing some desperate deed. 

There is no doubt, whatever, the straining of 
the memory in early life is a fruitful source of lunacy : 
but to define i the miscellaneous causes of 
insanity would require more space than is at present at 
our disposal. i and excited preachers have 
wrought derangement in the mind of more than one 
member of a congregation. A clergyman with less dis- 
cretion than imagination, pictured the torments of hell 
and the everlasting agony of sinners in such brutal and 
hidcous colours that a man in the body of the church 
became so paralysed with fear that he instantly went 
out of his mind. 

The increase of insanity"among women is probably 
greater than it is among men. Women who have little 
or nothing to occupy their minds become depressed, and 
melancholia intervenes, to be succeeded in turn by 
suicidal mania. But in this connection serious account 
must be taken of imaginary maladies. It has become 
the fashion to euffer from pe gece nerves, and what 
Is worse, some doctors aid and abet the fashion by 
delivering themselves of lengthy discourses on the 
whe hae 

The habit of conversing 


on the subject of insanity, 


which has become so prevalent of late, been proved 
to be a direct incentive to insanity. An extraordinary 


number of more or leas fashionable women are lying on 
their beds at the present time as if they were sick of 
the palsy, when, as a matter of truth, they are possessed 
of no ailment beyond their own inherent foolishness. 
They have taken to their beds owing to a craving for 
attention and sympathy, a craving which is fostered by 
ra Aaa though well-meaning friends, until it 
develops into a mania most difficult of eradication. 
A woman in this condition is prone to imagine herself 
4 martyr to all manner of distressing complaints; in 
fact, her ination runs riot to such an extent that 
she develops into a lunatic. There have been cases of 
rich women who have lain on their beds for a whole 
year under the impression that they could not move 
Without intense pain, when all the time they were 
capable of performing the full duties of a hotel house- 
maid. Instances of this nature are chiefly fuund, as 
has been remarked, among idle women, and since both 
the restful woman and the restless city man are apt to 
e demented the only course left a be pursued is to 
— the medium. 
spe i i ie Pe to one description of labour 
ben, sow of insanity; but it has been proved 
eyond question that a hard-worked man who has 
{crests outside his own special money-meking oocups- 
ion he'd rarely loses his senses. 
Fear ls = constant cause of insanity. A remarkable 
case on record fs that of a captain of a large steamship. 


It might be supposed, 


The discontent manifested By members of hiscrew when in 
mid-ocean led him to apprehend an outbreak of mutiny, 
and he was wrought up to such a 
that by the time his vessel arrive safely in port his 
mind had become completely unhinged. 

A disappointment in love is of course frequently 
succeeded by a derangement of the intellect ; a derange- 
ment so overwhelming that the victim seldom or never 
recovers. 

Fevers are responsible for much impairment of the 
human intellect; but, curiously enough, an insane 
person has been temporarily restored to reason during 
an attack of fever. 

A young woman who had been a lunatic for many 
years became prostrate with typhus fever. During a 
certain stage of the malady her long-lost senses returned 
to her, to the great astonishment of her doctor; the 
intellect, however, was but short-lived, and within a 
very short space of time it left her as suddenly as it 
came. 

Self-consciousness is a far worse complaint than is 
generally supposed, and one requiring far more atten- 
tion than it receives. There are numerous examples of 
self-conscious persons becoming mad. One case con- 
cerned a young fellow who was under the delusion that 
his face was bad tolook upon. He would shrink into 
the shade when a stranger passed, and retire to his 
room on the approach of company; and though toler- 
wr 6 good-looking, the idea that his face was ugly was 
so firmly implanted in his mind that he eventually died 
in an asylum, after attempting to put an end to his 
existence. 

In all ite phases insanity is one of the most interesting 
problems of the age. There are some astonishing cases 
on record of persons who have become insane on almost 
every conceivable subject, and yet become during the 
period of insanity surpassingly brilliant on others. One 
madman who in his lucid intervals evinced a very im- 
perfect knowledge of music, was able to com the 
most tuneful music when held in the shackles of lunacy. 
Another who, when in possession of his full senses, was 
quite incapacitated from addressing a public audience, 
was able when insane to rise to the pitch of true and 
sustained oratory. 


itch of excitement 


LACK OF REALISM. 


Mrs. WIicKWIRE: “What ridiculous, impossible 
things these fashion plates are.” 

Mr. Wickwire: ‘I know they used to be, but most of 
them are engraved from photographs nowadays.” 

Mrs. Wickwire: “This one can’t be. Here are two 
women going in opposite directions, both with brand 
new gowns on, and neither looking back at the other.” 


Mrs. Siocum (to her husband’s chum): “Tom, I 


wish you'd break George of playing whist.” 
The Chum: “I did break him only last night.” 


— 


JupGE: “ What do you do during the week P” 
Tramp: “ Nothing.” 

“ And on Sundays?” 

“Then I take a day off.” 


a 


Cycuiss: “ You must be an expert rider by this time.” 
Pedall: “ Well, I rather fancy I am. Knocked a man 
down at the crossing to-day.” : 
Cycliss: “ Well? I don't see the point.” 
Pedall: “Don’t you? If I hadn’t been an expert 
rider I should have lost my nerve and dismounted.” 


ee fe 


Annerre: “I have just been having a delightful 
stroll with Harold. Can a be more poetical 
than a walk in the moonlight P’ 

Jeanette (five years older): ‘Poetical, no doubt, 
Annette; but when you have had my experience you 
will know that a dark corner of the staira is equal to 
ten moonlit nights.” 


An Exeiting Competition. 


COLD AND SILYER WATCHES AS PRIZES. 


EVERYONE HAS AN EQUAL CHANCE 
OF WINNING. 


W. dated May 9th, there appeared the initial letters 
BOFAP. Speculation was rife at the timo as to what 
these letters stood for. It is too ently as i oleh the 

et, but there are a great many le sentences 
applicable to Pearson’s Weekly which might be formed of 
words commencing with these letters in the order in 
which they now stand. A prize of a handsome six- 
guinea gentleman’s watch, or a lady’s old half-hunter, is 
offered to the reader who sends in the best. Any number 
of attempts may be made by the same person, provided 
that one ehilling is inclosed with each attempt on behalf 
of the F.A.F. The watches, which are of the finest 
ality, are guaranteed for five years by the maker, Mr. 
i E. Peck, of Ludgate Hill. 


SAFE PLACES IN THUNDERSTORMS, 


THE safest of all places in a thunderstorm is an iron 
bedstead. Lying on this one is in a kind of metal cage, 
which acts as a lightning screen. This is contrary toa 
very generally accepted theory, as metal of all kinds and 
forms is generally avoided, under the belief that it 
“attracts ” the electric fluid. 

Trees, experience shows, are very dangerous places to 
shelter beneath in thunderstorm;, and isolated trees 
more so than a clump, especially if near water. An oak 
tree by the side of a pond is considered by electricians 
as pertecuaaly unsafe; but water and damp ground are 
to be avoided quite as much as trees. 

If the storm is directly overhead it would be safer to 
lie on the earth flat than to stand up. Indoors the 
safest place—next to the iron bed—is the middle of the 
room, and a room in the middle of the house is safer 
than one at the bottom or top. All draughts and air 
currents should be avoided, and all bright objects, such 
as mirrors and picture-frames, should be kept as clear of 
as possible. 
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BURGLARS VERSUS BANKS. 


“Tue fact is,” said old Mra. Jinks, who was in 
London on a visit, “the fact is, my dear Mrs. Binks, I 
had the narrowest escape from being ruined the other 
day that you ever heard of.” 

“ How was it P” asked Mrs. Binks, growing interested. 

“ Well, you know I sold our horse and cart last month, 
and had the money ready to deposit in the savings 
bank the next morning, which was the very day of its 
failure.” 

“ Yes, I read about it.” 

“T slept with my money under my pillow,” continued 
Mrs. Jinks, ‘and the next morning when I got ready 
to start for the bank the money was gone.” 

“ Where had it gone to P” 

“Some burglars had taken it during the night. An 
hour after the bank burst up. Did you ever hear of 
such a remarkable piece of good luck ?” 

“TI don’t see where the luck comes in. You lost your 
cash all the same.” 

“ Yes, but they caught the burglars, and, on condition 
of my not prosecuting, their solicitor returned me ten 
shillings in the pound. The bank only give five. 
There’s no use talking, Hannah, between savings banks 
and burglars, I'll take my chance with burglars every 
time.” 

+f —____ 


A NEWSPAPER OF LIES, 


In the whole of Japan there are no fewer than 550 
newspapers and periodicals, and in the capital of Tokio 
alone there are seventeen political dailies, with 
combined circulation of 3,906,000, and 116 wae ee 
circulating together 495,000 copies. ith such 
competition circulations are, of course, very small, the 
largest in Tokio bein probably not more than 10,000 
copies. 

A Japanese newspaper is a very different thing from 
what wea aes Roma to find on our breakfost tables. 
Our last page is its first; ite colamns only run half the 
length of the page; it has no such things as headlines, 
and its titles run from top to bottom instead of across; 
it has but an occasional rough illustration; it printe 
few advertisements, but those are paid for at a 
comparatively high rate; its price ranges from a half- 
penny to a penny a copy, and it knows nothing yet of 
sensational advertisement or flaming posters of deeds of 
journalistic “ derring do.” 

The internal organism of a Japanese newspaper 
office is a sad spectacle of daily struggle with difficulties 
unknown elsewhere, and really unnecessary there. The 
Japanese written and printed character consists of the 
Chinese ideographs, those complicated square figures 
made up of an apparent jumble of zig-zags and crosses 
and ticks and triangles and tails, and of the original 
Japanese sylla , called kana. 

the former there are 20,000 in all, of which per- 
haps 14,000 constitute the scholars’ vocabulary, and no 
fewer than 4,000 are in common daily use; while the 
forty-seven simple characters of the kana are known to 
everybody. Therefore the Japanese compositor has to 
be prepared to place in his stick any one of over 4.(:00 
different typee—truly an appalling task. The ‘ makin 
up” and stereotyping is like that of old-fashion 
afices at home, and the paper is printed upon flat presses 
fed by hand. . 
The total number of persons employed on a typical 
Japanese new r, is as follows : . 

ne political diveotar, one chief editor, five assistant 
editors, four proof readers, one shorthand writer, twelve 
reporters or news gatherers, three or four Sig meen 
each with several assistants, twelve men in the press 
room, and minor employés, including distributors, 
The reporters are the 


they do not earn more than £2 
sharatows, deliberately invent a large part 


news. 


ading the article 
arvfarning to page 64, however, 


r of Lies,” that the Japanese press was the most unreliable in the world. By 


‘*A Newspa be seen that this, strangely enough, is not the case. 
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QUESTIONS WORTH 
ANSWERING. 


REPLIES. 
8131. When was Professionalism First Introduced into 
: English Sport? 


Taking the word in ite present ascceptation, pe 
fessionalism in English sport must necessarily date from 
the year 1860, when the authoritative distinction between 
the professional and the amateur was first drawn. Prior 
‘to that date contests, either for money prizes or the 
fmere honour of victory, were entered upon without 
yeference to the status of the contestants. All prizes 
were in money; but when the distinction was 
made the line was very strictly drawn. Probably 
the first contests in which professionals took part, 
as such, in England, would be the long walking and 
running races held in 1861 between Deerfoot, a Seneca 
Indian, and White and other English and Continental 
rofessionals. The Indian's best time was twelve miles 
in sixty-five minutes five seconds. White, the English 
rofessional, made his best time in 1863, when he i 
Deerfoot by running ten miles in fifty-two minutes 
fourteen seconds. 
3123. = ata Received the First Telegraphic 
e 


The Bonnie CHEonict.g, of the eighth of May, 1845. 
During the railway mania of 1 a meeting of 
considerable importance was convened at Portsmouth 
to take into consideration the respective merits of the 

roposed lines from London. A great desire existed to 
Date the result of the meeting, and as it was not to 
take place at Portsmouth until after the last London 
train, recourse was had to the telegraph. A full report 
of the meeting, headed “ Portsmouth Lines, communi- 
cated by electric telegraph,” appeared in the MorNING 
*CHRONICLE next morning. e editor called attention 
to the fact in the leading columns as follows: “In our 
article on railways will be found a report of a meeting 
held yesterday evening at Portsmouth which was trans- 
mitted by electric kelegraph This is the first example 
of the electric telegraph being used for such a purpose, 
and it indicates the important and numerous services 
which that valuable invention will soon render to the 
public.” 
3126. Which is the Oldest Record of a Disease which can 
now be Identified? 

It is probable that the earliest diseases mentioned in 
the Bible were really diseases which were due, partly to 

rsonal uncleanliness, and partly to the bad sanitation 
Past would be naturally associated with people in an 
elementary stage of civilisation. Few modernphysicians 
would have any difficulty in identifying the disease 
specified in the Book of Job, to which may be assigned 
a date between 14-15008.0. Leprosy, possibly nye te 
to this, dates back far beyond any strictly medical 
record. Ths next oldest of actually specified diseases 
would peas be smallpox, which, on the authority of 
Masudi, attacked the African tribes who made an 
incursion into Arabia, and laid siege to Mecca in the 
latter half of the sixth century a.p. About fifty years 
later, Aron, a Syrian physician, describes smallpox asa 
then diagnosed disease. 


3127. Are All Colours Equally Quickly Perceived by the 


Eye? 

No. When, in gradual succession, luminous rays of 
all possible frequencies are caused to strike the eye, we 
obtain in successive gradation the sensation of all the 
colours of the spectrum. The waves which most slow] 
affect the eye produce a sensation of red; those whic 
act somewhat more rapidly, a sensation of scarlet; then 
in succession we find, as the frequencies increase, that 
the sensations produced are those of orange-red, 
reddish-orange, orange, yellow-orange, orange-yellow, 
yellow, greenish-yellow, yellowish-green, nm, bluish- 
green, nish-blue, blue, blue-violet, violet. Waves 
of still greater sapidity than those, which produce the 
sensation of violet, are practically invisible to the eye. 


breathing air he coul 
without an atmosphere. Plantes derive carbon, the most 
important element of their food, from the 
wi 


“coinage,” being rather 
answer must naturally be looked for in countries which 
are on what is called a silver basis. 
within about twenty years the silver cainage of several 
South American states has fluctuated 

extremes of 44 and 24, taking those figures to mean the 
value of the dollar, or silver unit, by whatever local name 
it may be called, as expressed in 
Bolivia the minimum is even lower than this, but that 
is due to the debasement of the coinage. 


a Respiratory Medium ? 
Even if it were pomibin for man to live without 


not exist on the earth if it were 


air, and 
out plants there could be no food for animals, and, 


therefore, no human beings. Water also oomes from 
the atmosphere, but if there were no water there could 
be neither plants nor animals. 
could 
still be 
the severity of the cold. Without an atmosphere 
would be 
ocean currents. The sea—if we may suppose one to 
have been supplied by some unknown cause—would 
be a stagnant pool, uninhabitable by sea-weed or fish. 


8181. In which Civilised Country does the Value of the 


If food and water 
be supplied in eome other way the world would 
aninbabitable by plants and animals ening to 

ere 


no winds, and consequently no waves or 


Coinage Fluctuate Most Greatly ? 
Excluding notes, which can scarcely be called 


romises to pay in coin, the 
Thus, for instance, 


tween the 


nnies. In 


nglish 


This applies 
also to the Far East, the Straits Settlements, ins, 
etc., where the almost pure silver Mexican dollar is 
very largely used. The Exchange on this has fluctuated 
between a and 26 pence within the last five years. 
Next would come India, where the rupee has fluctuated 
between the extremes of 24 and 16 pence. 


3132. Who is the Earliest English Monarch of Whom 
an Authentic Portrait Exists? 

There cannot be much certainty in reply to this 
question. The yarerais in various manuscripts, such 
as that of King Edgar in the Cotton manuscript, may 
have been fairly like the King himself, but when we 
look at the character of the portraits of those days, one 
cannot accept them as authentic, but when we come 
to the King’s seals, we may assume that the monarch 
would insist on the representation being something 
better than a caricature. The seal of William the 
Conqueror may perhaps be quoted as best meeting the 

uestion. The reverse of his second great seal, repro- 

uced in the pages of Green's “Short History of the 
English People,” is referred to as giving the best 
authentic portrait of our first Norman King. But 
equally as in ita character is that of Edward the 
Confessor, inscribed on his seal. Assuming that it was 
carefully drawn—as carefully as artists of that day 
could w—we may accept Edward the Confessors 
portrait as the earliest we have that may be termed 
authentic. Failing that, we fix upon that of William I. 


$133. If the Actual Inaccuracy in our Reckoning of the 
Length of the Year is not Remedied, how Long 
will it Take before Christmas Comes in the Middle 
of Summer ? 


To determine how long requires merely the simplest 
of arithmetical calculations. The solar tropical year 
contains 365'2422419 days, so that a cycle of four 
hundred years should strictly be made up of 146096'89676 
days. According to the actual arrangement, each four 
hundred years does in fact contain 146097 days; three 
out of the four leap years being omitted which form 
multiples of 100. Thus the exact error occurring in 
each years is ‘10324 of a day, the year being so much 
in arrear. To find the time required before Christmas 
will occupy the opposite side of the yearly journey round 
the sun, we have merely to divide 1825 ys by °10324, 
and multiply the quotient by 400, which gives a result 
of 707,090 years odd. If then the present arrangement 
is unaltered, and the observance of Christmas laste so 
dong we shall in about seven hundred thousand years 
be keeping it in summer. 


additional motion each 


8129. Of what Use is the Atmosphere apart from being | 8134, Why do the Afternoons Begin to Lengthen Before 


the Shortest Day, and the Mornings Contin: 
Shorten till After it ? -“ 


In addition to the earth’s daily rotation round its own 
axis, the yearly journey round the sun gives it an 
x ) , amounting to about 51, of 
an entire rotation. As the sun is coming into view 
towards the East, this tends to counteract the daily 
rotation, which at this part of the day is towards the 
sun; thus the sunrise grows later sometime after the 
days have begun to lengthen. But at evening, when 
both rotations are away from the sun, their effect ig 
combined to bring the earliest sunset considerably 
before the shortest day. 


3185. Supposing the Salic Law had been in Force in 
England Since Henry YIII., who would be King 
of England at the Present Time ? 

The Duke of Norfolk, who, as Earl of Surrey, 
defeated the Scots at Flodden, married a daughter of 
Edward the Fourth. His grandson, the t-Earl of 
Surrey, was executed before Henry’s death, but he left a 
son behind him, and his claim been transmitted 
through the male line to the present Duke. On the 
death of the last male sovereign of the House of Tudor, 
Edward the Sixth, the next male heir was Lord 
Darnley, who afterwards married Mary, Queen of Scots, 
and transmitted his title to the line of Stuart, 
which became extinct in 1807. The House of Hanover 
bases ita claim upon its descent from Elizabeth, 
daughter of James the First, and the House of Orleans 
would also have been barred by a female. At the death 
of Henry the Eighth, there were living several descend- 
ants of the House of Plantagenet, whose title to the 
crown was better than that of the Howard family, but 
they were either females, or they have left no heirs in 
the male line. Under the conditions of the question 
the present Duke of Norfolk would therefore now be 
king of England. 

3136. What is the Cause of the Pistol-like Report of 
the Crack of a Stock-whip ? 


Air motion is the identical cause in both cases though 
brought above by different means. In the case of the 
neal the explosion of the powder develops intense heat, 
causing the air to expand violently with the familiar 
explosive sound as the air waves impinge on the nerves 
of the ear. Inthe case of the stock-whip the mechanical 
force imparted to the thong by the arm produces a like 
violent motion, with the same result to the auditory 
nerve. The sensation we call sound is within us, and as 
the external cause of sound is, as Tyndall proves, 
invariably motion, it follows that causes which produce 
air movements, similar in kind and intensity, ee 
as in the case in point, effects on the ear which are 
identical when translated as sensations. 


3138. Which is the Most Famous Sword Mentioned in 
History? 


Naturally there is not one of the heroes of old, whether 
legendary, semi-mythical, or historical, whom tradition 
has not depicted as armed with his favourite weapon 
of destruction. Thus, Arthur wielded Excalibur, Cesar 
girded on his Crocea Mors or “ Yellow Death” when he 
went to battle, the Cid had his Colado, Mohammed, 
Dhu'l Fakar, “The Trenchant,” and Halef, “ The 
Deadly.” But unhappily the brilliancy of these 
memorable blades is somewhat dimmed by the mists of 
tradition. Toa certain extent the same may be said of 
the sword which more nearly answers the question than 
any other—that of Attila the Hun, otherwise known as 
“The Fear of the World” and “The Scourge of God.” 
Legend glorifies this as the iron sword of the War God 
Mars, but unquestionable history describes it as a very 
trenchant and potent weapon which undoubtedly played 
@ great ig in the tiuarpha of its owner in consequence 
of the firm belief of his followers in its supernatural 
power. Where they saw it flashing they went on in the 
sure and certain hope of victory, and certainly no sword 
ever hewed its way to more victories than it did. The 
well-known sword of Damocles hardly comes within the 
scope of the question. 


CONDITIONS. 


We shall be glad to receive replies to any 
of the questions asked here from our readers. 
Each reply must bear the writer’s name and 
address. We shall print the best reply to 
each question, and shall pay for all matter 
printed at the rate of two guineas a column. 
The same reader may send replies to any 
number of queries. Envelopes should be 
marked “ Replies” in the top left-hand corner. 
and answers to the questions in any isswe of 
the paper must reach us by first post on the 
Tuesday of the week following that for which 
the paper is dated. Payment will only be 
made for replies published. Authorities on 
which replies are based must be given. 
Half-a-crown will be paid on publication for 
every question received which is considered 
worthy of insertion. 


Some papers to buy.—HOME NOTES, HOME DRESSMAKING, HOME COOK 
sister. and the sweetheart: SHOR 


QUESTIONS. 


3161. In what way does music assist the soldier on 
the march P 


3162. Why does the flesh of fish decompose more 
quickly than that of terrestial animals ? 

3163. Have gaming houses ever been kept by ladies P 

3164. Are there any churches which stand in more 
than one parish, and more than one county P 

3165. Which of our senses is most capable of improve- 
ment P 

_ 3166. Who altered the course of European history by 

simply changing his place of residence P 

3167. Is there any trustworthy record showing that 
the people of any white race were ever cannibals P 

3168. Which is the most northern place where a 
human being is known to have been born P 

3169. Which commercial innovation proved one of 
the greatest blunders ever made ? 


3170. Which is the most nearly ideal f of 
saddle for each sex respectively ? ? ae 


TO TRUSTEES AND INVESTORS. 


THE PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST OP MONEY LENT ON 
MORTGAGES can be absolutely secured by the payment 
of a small annual premium to the Ocean Accident & 
Guarantee Corporation, Ltd., of London, who are prepared 
to issue policies to the Investor securing his money 
and interest. 

NO ONE SHOULD LEND MONEY ON 
MORTGAGE WITHOUT SUCH INSURANCE. 
The paid-up Capital of the Corporation, founded in 1871, 
is £100,000, and its Invested Funds exceed a Quarter of & 
Million. 
Write for Prospectus to— 
RICHARD J. PAULL, 
General Manager and Seoretary, 

40 TO 44, MOORGATE STREET, LONDON, B.C 


ERY, FASHIONS FOR CHILDREN the 
T STORIES for everyone. ems ee end eee eee 


MY FAVOURITE. 


Wuew Gladys treads the minuet 
‘With roses in her hair of jet, 
Methinks no flower that ever grows 
Is half eo lovely as the rose. 


In cricket days she’s wont to wear 
themums, and then I swear: 

“No flower can be more rich and gay 

Than that fair Gladys wears to-day.” 


And when she kneels with humble air 
And murmurs low her Sunday prayer, 
With purple violets on her breast, 
Why, then I’m sure I like them best. 


But if for me she'll wreathe her hair 

With orange blossoms, pure and fair, 

T'll prize, till stars shall cease to shine, 

The blooms which make sweet Gladys mine. 


re i ee 


PAPER MATCHES, 


Tue time-honoured plan of rolling paper into a spill 
and using it for lighting purposes has recently been 
utilised by an inventor in the manufacture of matches, 
and promises to revolutionise the European trade. 

The paper is immersed in wax, stearine, and similar 
substances, and burns with a bright, smokeless, and 
odourless flame. Cut into match lengths, it is dipped in 

hosphorous wax, like the common wax match. The 
invention is regarded as a timely one, as the wood used 
in the making of matches is constantly growing more 
scarce and costly. 

— ee ee 


PENMANSHIP AND ,MORALITY. 


“Beroge beginning my lecture,” remarked the 
Professor, “I will, in order to more fully establish the 
influence of handwriting upon character, ask some 
gentleman in the audience to come forward and give 
me a sample of his penmanship.” 

A pale young man with short hair rose and stepped 
to the platform. Seizing the pen he hastily returned 
to his seat. 

“Excellent,” remarked the Professor as he surveyed 
the man's work. ‘This writing shows the advantage 
of acquiring a fixed style—I don’t suppose the man 
who wrote this could vary in his penmanship if he 
practised a month of Sundays. It shows an adherence 
to established sigan ins unswerving directness of 
purpose, a fixed moral code, an aspiration for orderly 
methods. I should classify it as a combination of 
conscience and commerce, so to speak. It’s the style 
of writing Oliver Cromwell might have affected. And 
now, young man, may I inquire your business ?” 

“Hain’t had no business lately,” replied the young 
man hoareely. ‘I’ve just finished a term in prison for 
forging cheques.” 

_{N.B.—This professor has no connection with the 
distinguished graphologist whose services are retained 
for the readers of P.W. 


(aaa Gates 
AN ADVERTISEMENT. 


Mr. Dovaias SLapEN, writing in THE QUEEN, says: 
“The first volume of Pearson's Magazine is a credit 
to all concerned in its production. It does what it 
promised to do, gives a shilling or eighteenpenny 
magazine for the Rovelar sixpence. The printing, done 
Mr. Horace Cox, both in the matter of type and 
blocks, leaves nothing to be desired. The pictures are 
by the best artists, admirably selected and reproduced, 
and its literary contenta are a triumph of editorial 
acumen. The most striking of them, perhaps, are Mr. 
Allen Upward’s ‘ Secrets of the Courts of Europe,’ and 
Pruape the best single item is Mr. Frankfort Moore’s 

e ’ 


“Mr. Alden’s ‘Wisdom Let Loose’ is capital, quite 
88 good as Bill Nye, and almost as ood as Mark 
Twain. Indeed, I think if he were to call himself 


Alden, without any W. L., and hit upon some first-rate 

title like ‘The Jumping Frog,’ there is no reason why a 

reprint of them shpald not be as popular as Artemus 
ard’s and Mark Twain's books of American humour. 

He would need a daring and skilful publisher, of 
course, and luck in catching the eye of the unliterary 
public. The main object of an author who wants to be 
successful is, not to catch the eye of readers, but the 
eye of people who do not read, for the literary pa is 
80 hopelessly scanty, while the sporting public, for 
instance, has hardly any limits. 

a eee particular character of Mr. Alden’s wit is the 
th late satire with which he makes his points by saying 

© converse of what he means. In approaching the 
subject of rational dress for cycling, top instance, he 
Urges the claims, not of knickerbockers for women, but 
of skirts for men. 

Mr. Alden is really extremely funny, and never 
ton the bounds of good taste. He is especiall 
oe when he is poking gentle fun at the spread- 
cagieism of his fellow countrymen. For Mr. ‘Alten is 
an American. He was formerly Consul-General in 


fee if I mistake not, is a cavaliere of the kingdom 


Elegant cloth covers for binding Vol. I. 


Half morocco cases, 
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ODDITIES ABOUT RAILWAYS. 


RECOLLECTIONS OF AN OLD DIRECTOR. 
No. 2. 


In the early days of railwa: travelling 
described as “first,” “second,” “ mixed, 


London and Liverpool. 
days when the distance is accomplished in 44 hours. 


he London and Blackwall railway for years was 
worked by stationary engines dragging the carriages 


with one wire rope for the up, and another for the down 


traffic, each rope being eight miles long and drawing 


forty tons. As there were several branch lines on this rail- 
way considerable ingenuity had to be used in order to 
send the passenyers to their proper destinations. A train 
would leave Fenchurch Street consisting of seven 
carriages. 


were detached in succession. 


in front of the carriage, would pull out a coupling pin 


and detach the carriage, taking care to so time it that 


the momentum retained was sufficient to carry the 


carriage into the station where it would be brought to a 
standstill by the united efforts of the entire staff. This 
would be repeated at each station, till finally when 
Blackwall was reached only the two front carriages were 


left. The Sunderland and Durham Co. also worked 
with a rope, at first of hemp, afterwards of wire. 


Many of the then rules and bye-laws will probably 


seem incomprehensible to people nowadays. 


Here is a curious example: “If the check tickets "— 
as the tickets were called—“ are not instantly produced 


when demanded at the station next before that to which 


the passenger is travelling, he will be liable to have the 
fancy that the enforcement 


fare again demanded.” 
of such a rule now would lead to some interesting 
scenes. The following rule, “Preserve your ticket 
until called for by the company’s servant,” will 
doubtless strike the reader as unnecessary and 
absurd. Of course, everyone preserves their ticket. 

In these days, when railway accidents are few and 
far between, it is of course easy to do so, but years ago a 
journey by railway was an enterprise frought with such 
deadly peril to life and limb, that a custom arose of the 
travelling passengers carrying their tickets in their 
hands, as if they were safer there than anywhere else. A 
collision led to their dropping them, and frequently 
passengers, after being hurled violently about several 


times during the journey, would declare their inability to 


produce them. 


From some cause or other the question of tuities 


stirred the souls of railway directors as deeply as the 


tipping of servants vexes the managers of theatres 
mbere there are no fees. Not content with simply 
declaring that “no gratuity, under any circumstances, 
is allowed to be taken by any servant of the company 
on pain of instant dismissal,” several companies 
employed large numbers of spies to prevent the rule 
from being violated. 

Detectives were also stationed on the roofs of 
carriages to keep a watch on pickpockets. Sunday 
traffic is now regulated entirely by public demand, but 
not so many years ago, every station announced: “ On 
Sundays the trains cease running from ten-threequarters 
till one, being the hours of Divine service.” 

Mothers with children in arms once inspired more 
distrust than they do now. A matron with her treasure 
in her arms would think the ticket clerk mad nowadays 
if he were to say: “ Can your child walk, madam P” but 
when railways were started we regarded all mothers 
travelling with helpless infants with dark suspicion. 

The rule was, “ Children in arms, unable to walk, free 
of charge.” But the inability to walk had to be proved, 
so if the booking clerk noticed an infant of more than 
average development, he would leave his office and say: 
“Would you kindly place the child on the floor, if you 
please, ma’am, so that I can see whether it can walk or 
not.” The rule was enforced for several years, but at 
length it provoked such loud remonstrance that it was 
repealed. 

shall never forget the horror which overspread the 
railway world when the late George Bradshaw projected 
his railway guide. I remember one of our directors 
saying, when the proposal came before the Board : “We 
are asked, gentlemen, to supply ‘Bradshaw's Railway 
and Steam Navigation Guide’ with particulars of our 
trains. I most strongly object to our complyiug with 
this request. I believe it would tend to make punc- 
tuality a sort of obligation, and that failure to keep the 
times announced would bring ‘penalties.’” All of us 
thought the same, and the ard, therefore, declined. 
But we had a wily foe to deal with, for Mr. Bradshaw 
formed a syndicate, who bought up secretly such a 
number of our shares that at the next meeting we were 
forced to give way. . . . 

‘We acted in the same foolish manner with the appli- 
cations which were made to us for season tickets. In 
this case we took our cue from the Brighton Railway, 


ho had decided, after mature consideration, to fix the 
nase ; tion ticket to Beige 


price for a six months’ subscription Q 
and back at the startlingly prohibitive price of £1 


trains were 
i “ fast,” and 
“mail,” the term express not having then been invented. 
The trains travelled very slowly. For instance, a second 
class train, with open carriages, roofed in at night for 
those who choose to pay the excesa fare, took thirteen 
hours to compass the 201} miles which separate 
Rather different to these 


The two in front would be pulled right 
through by the rope to Blackwall, but the remainder 
For instance, just before 
Shadwell was reached the guard, standing on a platform 


- ‘ conten 
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IS THE DOG CRAZE DYING OUT? 


Ir seems to be a fact that the bicycle is ousting the 
dog from its old-time place as an outing companion 
for men. Whether large or small, a dog may, with 
the best intentions in the world, become a danger tohis 
owner by running against the wheel, or by causing an 
accident in some similar way. 

In the country one sometimes notices a dog running 
with a cyclist, but in the city thoroughfares they are 
tabooed. Besides the trouble they might cause, few 
dogs can run with a bicycle for a ten mile spin, and 
her would be utterly done for on a longer journey. 

he men who once took pride and pleasure in their 

dogs as companions on pedestrian jaunts are now cycling, 

and their canines have vanished. So it seems that dogs 

he suffering from the rivalry of the machines as well as 
ores. 


——_— 4 —___ 
THE MISTRESS’S CHARACTER. 


THE ordinary Irish servant, when she leaves one 
mistress for another, procures a paper “character” to 
take with her; but Chinese servants, so it seems, 
have an improvement upon this. A lady who has long 
resided in Australia relates an anecdote illustrative of 
the strong clannish feeling which prevails among the 
Chinese in that country : 

“I bad several Chinese cooks, one after another, and 
finally one of them went away very abruptly, so that I 
refused to pay him a full month's wages. 

“ His first successor spent only a few hours in my 
house before he gravely announced: ‘Me go, me no 
stay.’ 

“The two next stayed one day each, and then 
departed with the same brief, emphatic declaration. 
Number four appeared quite satisfied for three days, 
but at the end of that time he, too, followed his pre- 
decessors. In some concern, I called in my husband’s 
office boy, a bright Chinese lad. 

“« Ching Foo,’ I asked, ‘ what is the matter? China- 
man no stay here.’ 

“* Ah,’ he said, ‘me know, may be,’ and he went into 
my kitchen, whither I followed him, wholly perplexed. 
He looked carefully about, peered into pots and kettles, 
upturned tubs and buckets, lifted lids, and turned over 
chairs, as if looking for something. 

“ Finally he pushed the clock from its place and uttered 
a quick cry of discovery. 

““* Lookee,’ he said and pointed to a row of 
hieroglyphics on the back of the clock. 

“ Hoon had them translated, I discovered that Sing 
Lee, m Fieaffocted cook, had left my condemnation 
behind him. 

“«She velly bad woman,’ he had written; ‘she no 
payee.’ ” 


a ee 


“ Waar are you doing, Tommy P” 
“Standing before the looking-glass,” said Tommy. 
“JT wanted to seo how I would look if I was twins.” 


a Pa 


WHEN a young girl begins to take an interest in the 
arrangement of a young man’s necktie, itis an infallible 
sign of something more serious than sisterly regard. 


—_—~~-3-2_—_. 


A CHEAP restaurant in the East-end of London dis- 
plays before the patrons a card on which is written this 
advice: “Do not tip the waiter. He makes more than 
the owner, and has a half day off.” 

—_— ote 


O.p Bor: “Thomas, if my wife asks you where I 
am, tell her I have gone to the opera.” 

Servant: “Certainly, sir, certainly ; but where are you 
really going, in case anybody else should want to know?” 
et ff eee 

THE aide-de-camp rushed unceremoniously into the 
tent of the commanding eraless, began a salute, 
but wound up, in her excitement, by feeling if her cap 
were on straight. 

“The enemy are advancing in force,” she said. 

The generaless looked up calmly. “Tell them I am 
not at home.” 


a 
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9 Complete Stories, 


2 Instalments of Serials, 


22 Sketches, and 
£12 tn Prizes, 


form the contents of Short Stories for the current 
week. The serials are by Miss Winifred Graham 
and Mr. George Manville Fenn, the sketches by 
Messrs. Seymour Nation, E. F. Sherie, and F. 
Naughten, including decorative work by Mr. H. F. 
Hatton, and the prizes are offered in the most 
interesting forms of competition yet devised. 


f PEARSON’S MAGAZINE may be obtained from this office, price is. 6d, post free is. Od. 
! gold lettered, price 2s, post free 2% Sd. . 
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PICTURES IN BUTTER. WILL WEDDING RINGS DIE OUT? OYCLING NOTES. 


To soulptnre in butter is a Chinese art. The artiste’ Messrs. Cook have made a wise move in institutin« 
sale Se ee ree nae oe Prasat cee Tae aera fall ere 
8 & year, the les g seen nglish riders do not avail themsel f th 
at the first‘exhibition, held on o Bitoonth day of the Many cyclists are deterred Hoes crossin the Obannel 
first moon in the new year. owing to their ignorance of any language but their own - 

The best show is to be seen at the Lamasery of but now that they can be “ personally conducted,” and 
mocancain, pee er from : ll pars u enjoy naga ee a al yitkon: the trouble of 
em 5 is a religious iy 0! ingto ‘6 themselves understood, th itate 
Buddha, formed by huts, or small built round an cymes hatte 
the temples, of which there are several. Bach dwelling 


no longer. 
is inhabited by a Lama, who has several disciples, who as Re record for twenty-four hours has heen 


: oa i a ee ee eT as 


- “As a new woman,” he said, “I mo peee ou will 
object to the wedding ring as a sym 1 of man’s 
tyranny.” : . 

“ Of course I shall,” she replied. “‘ Under no circum- 
stances would I consent to wear such a thing. It is 
not essential to a marriage, and it stands for all that is 
objectionable in the marriage relation.” 

“ And on the same theory,” he eontinued, “I suppose 
you will refuse to wear an engagement ring also.” 

“ Well—no,” she anawered slowly and thoughtfully. 
“That's a very different matter.” 


Das oe i ; ” Mr. F. R. Goodwin, of the North Road Club, 
Se ee oer «There is no use arguing,” she interrupted. “I don't | to 476 miles 1,702 yards, which is more than sixten 
The festival occupies twenty Lamas in preparing for | care what it is theoretically. Practically itis very often | Miles better than the journey covered by Shorlund in 


reat i oi rae ee 
ion of a principal, w! won: 
pictures, the dealer alwa; ome 

The first step is to the butter, of which an 


1894, then considered a wonderful performance. Mayr. 
vellous as Goodwin’s ride may seem to the uninitiated 
in such matters, it is ae indeed_compared with the 
French all-day record, 533 miles 1,378 yards, established 
by Riviere in Paris a few weeks ago. But such is the 
instability of cycling records that even this is supposed 
to be at the mercy of Huret, or Riviere himself, when. 
ever they feel inclined to make the effort to beat it. Of 
course, it must be remembered that the English record 
stands to the credit of a g amateur whi races for 
.the honour and glory, and “fun” of the thing, whereas 
the Frenchmen are professionals who race for a living. 

Tue death of the professional cyclist, A.-V. Linton, 
has, to all intents and purposes, been proved by Dr. 
BE. B. Turner to have, directly attributable to 
overdoing it, and nobody who knows what the unfor. 
tunate fellow went through in the last year of his life is 
likely to be misled by the foolish enthusiasts who seek 
to make us believe that he had in no way overtaxed 
himeelf. Linton won the last Bordeaux to Paris race 
through sheer pluck. He had had terribly bad luck on 
the road, having h&d several falls, the result of which 
was that be was cut and bruised and completely played 
out. Hearing that the only man in front of sf 


a diamond, while the wedding ring is only a gold, 
and that makes all the difference in the world.” 
a ed 
KAFFIR DENTISTRY. 


THE methods of extracting teeth among the Kaffirs 
are barbarous in the extreme, and remind one of the 


during the process. The mags is then divided, each 
portion beg imtrusted to a separate artist, who makes 


are arranged in the open air, before the various temples, 
and illummated. Vases of and cma atlagiel ae 
ight frames, and are filled with thick butter, with a 
d wick, arranged so as to best display the artiste’ tracte it with finger and 
work, thumb, the patient 
having suff natur- 
ally unspeakable 


agonies. 
The time occupied in 
» the operation is often 


beautifully m: led that one wishes to touch them to 
wee if they are real. 
Various scenes from the life of Buddha are repre- 


of long duration, some- : ; im waa 
sented, also men of different tribes, so well portrayed times extending b up, Linton by desperate efforts gradually 
that one can distinguieh them at a glance. a sate thirty ininutes, | OVerhauled him, and eventually arrived first in Paris, 


There are a few heads of Hindoos and negroes, 
while the between the temples is lined with 
bas-reliefs, oe des, and views 
of the most Lamaseries, all in butter. The 
frames are also of this material, and beautifully orna- 
mented with animals and flowers. In front of the 
chief is a butter theatre, with actors a foot 
high, beautifally decorated. 

Riel eens rest go through some move- 
mente. By sunrise the next morning the whole has 


But the effort, followed up as it was by other hard rides, 
completely undermined his constitution and left him an 
easy prey to the typhoid which attacked him. 


THERE are many riders who never think of racing who 
are overdoing it just as surely as Linton did. The 
young Welshman was of exceptionally powerful physique, 
and was, moreover, & thonayhly trained athlete, yet he 
fell with scarcely a struggle when Nature revolted 
against the tax he put upon her. What chance, then, 
has the average rider who tries to do too much? I have 


but, of course, this 
varies according to the strength of the tooth. Persons 
in this country who make a practice of taking an 
anesthetic, when having a tooth extracted, would 
robably find the operation as performed by the 
Kar ntist a little troublesome, to say the least of it. 
Of course the Kaffirs dwelling in or near the towns go 
to the ordinary dentist, but those living far away from 
civilisation have no alternative but to resort to the 
methods described above. 


orcs ot See ed tale Seo aan Ea at tin wd on hii at 

a i visiti : Linton’s death, ing eo closely on articles ve 
the Lamasiey haya te make ite circuit on ia WHERE MURDERERS ARE beet erithen ca aychng et cielo men, should 
prostrating at short intervals. They must HONOURABLE. eerve as @ serious warning against the dangers of over- 


taxing one’s powers. 

AN attempt is being made to prejudice English cyclists 
against American machines, tnd inexperienced riders 
are making anxious inquiries as to the alleged defects 
of lea imported from the States. I can only say 
that I have examined nearly all the best American makes, 
and sounder or more beautifully finished bicycles I don’t 
want to see. The American makers’ ideas as to details 
are not quite in accord with those of the English 
manufacturer, and the American is blamed for this as a 

ve fault, But why should the man not have ideas of 
is own and carry m outP The Americans are the 
— cycle tourists in the world. Eve! year 
undreds of them cross the Atlantic and “do” Europe 
on their wheels. Could their machines stand the wear 
and tear of a three or four months’ tour over all kinds of 
roads if they were the unreliable stuff which some 
critics proclaim them to be? The suggestion is pre- 
posterous. Riders have every reason to be pleased with 
the competition which has suddenly sprung up. It 
means, among other things, that the cyclist who orders 
his machine in January will not have to wait for it till 
April or May. 


eS ee 


TWO CLAIMS FOR £100 PAID. 


English Cyclists should have their lamps alight af 8.21 p.m. 
on Saturday, August 15th, and 8.7 p.m. on August 22nd, Ix 
Ireland there is no law compelling cyclists to light up at al’. 
In Scotland the time ts about half-an-howr later than tn 


England. 
£100 INSURANCE 


FOR CYCLISTS. 
Brrr of PEARSON'S WEEKLY moy Secs 


Tue idea that a murderer should be released after he 
has been sentenced to death, and upon his promise to 
appear on a certain day for the purpose of bein 
executed, will probably appear strange to the readers o 
P.W. Such a custom existe, however, among the 
government authorities who rule the Choctaw Indian 
nation in the United States. 

So soon as the sentence is pronounced, the Indian 
is allowed to leave the court-room and resume the 
ports < of bn iy life, which bare been interrupted 

uring i was impriso! ing trial, until 
the day of his death, when he sticheally: breach and 

submits to his doom. F 

With the Indians, as a rule, honour counts before 
life, and in the Choctaw tribe this law is supreme. In 
the many years their history covers numbers of Indians 
have been sentenced to death and then released until the 


on hands and knees for a few yards and eee ie 
“or alternative, they walk d. 

an may round, carrying a 
heavy load of books, 80 + that they stagger 
under its wei; Et At the end of the circuit they are 
pete with having said all the prayers contained in 


Or, easiest of all, they may start a prayer wheel, 
which will. continue in eaokion fos acena tinea without 
attention. The body of this contrivance is a circular 
barrel, round which are coiled the written prayers. 

On one occasion two pilgrims came to blows. One of 
them, ha started his devotional hin 
watching it from a little distance, when the other 
stopped rt and-eet it off again on his own account. We 
fear that Buddha but few benedictions from 
either of his followers that night. 


———<§2—____ 
Surtor: + May, I take this buttonhole as a token of 


Fashionable Miss: “ Good ious, no, sir! Why, 
that’s my new bonnet ! Battochole, indeed !” i 


eho 
“ You have a very fine climate here,” said the visitor 
toa ae Wipes a bracing oe 
“Yes,” replied resident gloomily, “but them 
there hicyoliste come along and pump the sir into their 
pneumatic tyres and carry it off. 


reservation The 
day set for his death came round and begged for 
so that he might go and die. The request was 


[eit Ak So was: trawling Shnough the window he was shot 
piisom Weeplial Sad plooel under grate ‘Dring te 
prison P un . During the 
hight the guard fell asleep, and Beaver Dam crept from 


ONE SHILLING, PLEASE! 


; place of his execution. He was tured 
again and taken back. Six weeks Ister be was roonsed 
from and immediately journeyed to the prison 
where he was to have been shot, and surrendered. 

The last execution of this kind occurred on March 
27th last. On March 14th, Charles Holmes, a full- 
blooded Choctaw Indian, was sentenced to die on March 


And in retarn youshall have the August numbers of 


Pearson’s Magazine end of Melody, which axe now 
on eale. 


THE BEST COMPOSERS. THE BEST ARTISTS. 


should be in the possession of the deceased at the time of {he 
THE BEST AUTHORS. THE BEST MUSICIANS. | 27th for the murder of his son-in-law. He was released | fatality. The usual ror d in pen or pencil must occry 
contribute to theese two magazines. i i ; the dine left blank at the foot of this notice. Notice of accidrnt 


To be up-to-date, therefore, it is mecaesary for you to take 
Pearson's Magazine end Melody reguiarty. 

‘Tas Best Musto, ros Beer Sronms, ras Buer Amr, 
can thus be obtained for one shilling # month, 


WEEx BEDDING 
Ava. 22, 1896. 


PHOTO FACTS, 


For THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED IN THE CAMERA. 


No. 10. 


THE so-called “living photographs ” 
Living and the X rays seem to be aliasing 
Photographs. between them just now the attention 
of the wonder-loving public. Many 
inventors, from Edison downwards, claim the first- 
named as their own, and we hear of actions pending to 
settle the question of the proprietorship in these flicker- 
ar A gig So far as we can see such patents as 
relate to the subject have long ago lapsed, and it is 
certain hoe more ann thirty years pictures and 
ap’ on precisely the same principle were exhibi 
jn The old Polytechnic in Regent Street. i 
Living pictures produced by an 
Royal apparatus contrived by Mr. Birt Acres 
Kppreciation. have recently been honoured by Royal 
; pateenhes. On the evening 
the wedding of the Princess Maud there was a big 
dinner party at Marlborough House, and Mr. Aores's 
exhibition came aa a little rise for the assembled 
guests. Among the pictures shown was one taken at 
the opening of the Cardiff Exhibition, a function per- 
formed by the Prince and Princess of Wales a few weeks 
previously. This picture had been taken through a hole 
in a wall, and showed the Royal party alighting from 
their carriages. It was received by the company with 
great en(pusiasm, and the faithfully-rendered gestures 
and uctions of the principal figures seemed to be the 
cause of the greatest amusement to the originals. 


Tue Rontgen X rays have also more 
than once met with royal attention, 
while their value to the medical pro- 
; fession is becoming more and more 
evident every day. A few weeks ago, the finding of @ 
needle, or any other foreign body, in the tissues was 
considered a marvellous achievement, but since then the 
X rays have done far more wonderful things. With the 
help of the fluorescent screen and apparatus of the 
highest clase, it is hor poesible to see through the 
entire thickness of the body, to note the beating of the 
heart, and the nsing and falling of other organs as the 
breath is drawn in and expired. We write not from 
mere hearsay ; we have seen these things ourselves—that 
is to say, we have seen the moving shadows on the 
fluorescent acreen. It is, therefore, well within the 
bounds of bility that with increased knowledge 
regarding se wonderful ra; by aid of other 
rays not yet disoovered—the time will come when the 
state of every internal organ of the body can be studied 
by the doctor as easily as he can now di the state 
the external skin. 


Tus Rontgen rays are of course 
A Misnomer. mainly in ing to photographers 
. on account of their action upon a 
gelatine dry plate, although it is ridiculous to group the 
erie’ a _ Fe — “The New 
ot y- Photography nothing whatever to 
do wi tls matter, extept as a recorder of the effect 
produced, just as it makes records for astronomers, 
meteorol , and a host of others. The term “New 
Pho’ ” implies a supersession of the old 
meth enc. pictures, an effect which the X 
rays cannot possibly bring about. 
TH18 unfortunate misnomer has given 
birth to the belief that X ray pictures 
must be taken with the camera, an 
idea which is quite erroneous. In a 
recent magazine article, the camera was depicted in one 
of the illustrations as of the necessary apparatus. In 
another magazine the X rays are introduced in a novelette 
with startling effect. An Indian servant has murdered 
his master in order to possess himself of a certain 
diamond which he ewallows as the most ready method of 
concealment, But the stone “ down the wrong way,” 
as children have it, and gives him such violent pai at 
he seeks relief from a scientific gentleman who is the 
good genius of the story. This expert pute the ae 
rays on to the nigger and takes a photograph, but hi 
method of certainly 


Réntgen X 
Rays. 


d ure is ly peculiar, as the 
following quotation will show: “I removed the cap from 
the camera, and af of from seven to ten 


ter an 
minutes felt certain that I taken a careful photo- 
graph.” Then the stone is found in the photograph, the 
nigger dies, and all ends happily. It ia, however, a pity 
that writers who will dabble in popular science will not 
take the trouble to acquire a little elementary know- 
wige concerning the things of which they discourse so 
y. 


We saw the other day a neatly 
Window for contrived and very effective red 
Dark Room. window for an amateur photographer's 
evidently desi Liege aes Spec in ape ape was 
ently designed for a box-room, for it was at the top 

of the house, was destitute of a fireplace,and had a lean-to 
ceiling. In thie ceiling was a small skylight about 
t had turned 
er. 


occu 


preceding 
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ruby medium, or red bookbinder’s cloth, which is much 
the same thing, in overlapping layers. First one thickness 
over the entire frame, then another placed above it, but 
three inches short of the whole length, next a third 
thickness wanting another three inches, and so on, the 
effect being a graduated shade which could be shifted 
so as to give any variation in the amount of light 
required, according to the brightness of the daylight 
outside and to the sensitiveness of the plates or other 
material dealt, with inside. The brighter end of the 
screen could be used during the manipulation of slow 
lantern plates and the like, and the darker end could be 
readily placed under the glass when more sensitive 
plates were in hand. The screen could also be shifted 
with advantage during the development of a plate, it 
being well known that when once the image appears a 
plate will bear much more red light than it did 
previously, 

(4 Special Column concerning Army matters next week.) 

a 


ADVICE WORTH FOLLOWING. 


“I BEMEMBER,” gaid a boy to his Sunday-school 
teacher, “you told me to always stop and count fifty 
when angry.” 

“Yes. Iam glad to hear it. It cooled your anger, 
didn’t it?” 

“Well, you see, a boy came into our road and made 
faces at me, and dared me to fight. I was going to try 
and thrash him. He was bigger’n me, and I'd have 
got punished. I remembered what you said, and began 
to count.” 

“ And you didn’t fight P” 

“No, ma'am. Just as I got to forty-two my big 
brother came along, and the way he licked that boy 
would have made your mouth water.” 


ef eee 
MAKING A BILLIARD=TABLE. 


A MEMBER of a noted firm of billiard-table makers 
was asked by an interviewer: ‘Is ‘the table of green 
cloth ’ ever covered with cloth of another colour?’ 

“Rarely,” was the reply. “In a few solitary in- 
stances we have used blue, and in a few others a pure 
olive green. It was the late Prince Leopold that asked 
us to supply the latter. 

“The beds of all the best tables are alike. To begin 
with, they must be as solidas arock. Invariably the 
bed is of slate—five slabs, each weighing as nearly as 
possible 4 cwt. The cloth is used for no other purpose 
than to cover billiard-tables. There are but few manu- 
facturers of fine qualities—like hunting cloths, they 
are expensive—and we use only those so by West of 
England men. 

“The slates are obtained in the rough from Mid-Wales, 
and then prepared by us with dry sand till they are as 
level as a die. Dead level accuracy is the acme of per- 
fection in billiard-table making. Everything must level 
up—be true to a hair’s breadth; wood, bed, and cushions, 

must be in perfect symmetry. 

“The wood used has to be as sound as a bell and as 
dry asa bone. Seven years is about the period required 
for seasoning. The woods used are of several kinds. 
Of the solid and most useful species rich, deep Spanish 
mahogany is number one; pollard oak is the most 
picturesque, ebony and eatin-wood the more expensive. 

“Balls made of composition will never knock out 
those made of solid ivory. Any professional will inform 
you why. Really, the artificial s are heavier than 
ivory ones, and after impact one with the other, play off 
at a different angle. 

“What shall we do for ivory when all the elephants 
are dead? That’sa problem which only the inventive 

nius can answer. All I can say is that of late there 
faa boot a big rise—ivory has gone hy Forty years 
ago a first-rate set of billiard balls would cost you some- 
thing like eighteen shillings; to-day you must pay four 
guineas for the eame article.” 


penn fie 


“Now, remember, Belinda,” said Mrs. Sharply to her 
daughter, just married, “violence in anything is most 
unladylike. Of course you will sometimes disagree with 
your husband, but always bit him with the soft end of 
the broom.” 


Carte et Barnes 


“You shouldn’t be so restless in church, Charlie,” 
said the minister to his little son. “I could see you 
moving and jumping about in the pew all through my 
sermon.” 

“T was stiller’n you were, papa,” answered Charlie. 
“You was wavin’ your arms and talkin’ all through 
church.” 

> eer 


“ My opponent, Mr. Chairman, persists in saying that 
he is entitled to the floor,” said an orator. “ Whether 
this is so or not I shall not inquire. All I have to say is 
that whether he is entitled to the floor or not, he'll gat 
floored if he interrupts me aeaio 

Were the gentleman pulled up his sleeves and took his 
necktie off. 


eee 
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AMERICA hag over 
5,000 islands round 
its coasts. 

SworD-FI8SH as 
food ia infinitely superior to 
salmon. 

A skIN of the sea-otter 
sometimes fetches £250. 


A HERRING weighing six or seven ounces is provided 
with about 30,000 eggs. 


On her first voyage the City of New York ran ashore 
off Sandy Hook, and it cost her owners £20,000 to 
float her again. 


FEMALE fish of all species are considerably more 
numerous than males with two single exceptions—the 
angler and the cat-fish. 


THE world’s oyster fisheries produce annually over 
4,000,000 oysters, one half being consumed within three 
days after they are taken. 


THE sea is one vast reservoir of gold to the extent of 
about one grain to the ton, or about four shillings- 
worth in every twenty-five tons of water. 


Tue hag-fish or Myxine has a custom of getting 
inside the cod and similar fishes and entirely consuming 
the interior, leaving only the skin and the skeleton 
remaining. 


A WHALE recently captured in Arctic waters was 
found to have imbedded in ita side a harpoon that 
belonged to a whaling veasel that had been out of 
service nearly half a century. 


On the east coast of England, where hook and line 
fishing is most extensively carried on, immense lines 
are used. Some of them are about eight miles long, 
and carry nearly 5,000 hooks. 


THE natives of the South Sea Islands use the wood 
of a tree to catch fish. It needs only to be put in the 
water and in a short time the fish come to the surface 
he stupefied condition, and can easily be caught by 


A FEARFUL monster of the deep, a king cuttle-fish 
or octopus, became stranded recently on the Irish 
coast. Its arms, or tentacles, were thirty feet long, so 
that it had a grasp of seventy feet, sufficient to 
down a vessel or strangle a whale. 


THE greatest diving feat ever achieved was in 
moving the cargo of the ship Cape Horn wrecked off 
the coast of South America, when a diver named 
Hooper made seven descents to a depth of over 200 
feet, remaining at one time forty-two minutes under 
the water. An authority states that the greatest depths 
to which a man has been known to descend does not 
exceed 220 feet, which is equivalent to a pressure of 
8841b. to the square inch. 


“Pearson’s Weekly” Railway Insurance. 
438 INSURANCE CLAIMS HAVE BEEN PAID. 


(Including one of a Thousand VPounds,) 


This Insurance holds good for any number of claims to the exteng 
of £2000—not for one only. 


ELQZOOO speciety Guaranteed by the 


OCEAN ACCIDENT AND GUARANTEE 
CORPORATION, LIMITED. 


40, 42, and 4, MOORGATE STREET, LONDON, E.C. 

(To whom Notice of Claims, under the following conditions, must be sent 
within seren duys to the aboee address.) 
INSURANCE TICKET Applicable to passenger trains in Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

Issued under Section 33 of the Ocean Accident and Guarantee 
Company, Limited, Act, 1&90. 


TWO THOUSAND POUNDS 


id by the above Corporation to the legu! repre sensative of any 
illed by an accident to the train in which the dcceased was an 


will be 
peainary ket-beari: includi hold f and 
ordi ticket- ug pessenrer (including holdera of season 
excursion tickets), and who, at the time of such accident, had in his, or 
her, ion, this coupon tickct or the paper in which it is, with hi: 
or her, usual signature, written in ink or pencil on the space vid 
betow, which is the essence of this contract. This paper may be left at 
his, or her, place of abode, so long as the coupon is signed. 

PROVIDED ALSO, that the said sum will be paid to the Me ents 
sentatives of such n injured should death result from such accident 
within three cal months thereafter. 

This Insurance holds 2 for the current week of issue only, and 
entitles the holder to the benefit of, and is subject to, the conditions of 
Les “Ocean Acestent and Guarantee Company, Limited, Act,” 


), Risks No, 2an 
The purchase heen publication is admitted to be the ofa 
Premium under Sec. $4 of the Act, A Print of the Act can be seen at the 


this Journal, 
apd ison one Coupon 


Bignaturd 


\ 


the said Corporation, No person cam recover 
icket ef this paper in respect of the seme risk, 


deshladle 5 4 1 2806, wnt Midnight, 
Cer 22nd, “thee aGhustepae 9ly 


IMPORTANT NOTICE.—*The Final War,” by Louis Tracy, will shortly appear in book form, 
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DRUNKEN DOGS AS COMPANIONS 
IN CRIM 


continually in fashionable places of 

business, many of the so-called kleptomaniacs iia | 

the eagle eye of the most astute detective. Ladies wit! 
are more than ever regarded with suspicion, 

t it is not erally known that these are 

often, or, at least, partially intoxicated, 
before their owners elect to carry them abroad on 
marwating purpose bent. ; ; 

Probably alcoholic dosing inspires the canine with an 
amount of Dutch courage; be this as it may, many of 
the cleverest thefta have been effected by dogs in a state 
of insobriety. According to a gentleman of detective 
propensities and exceptional knowledge of the wiles and 
ways of the shop-thief, these tiny companions in crime 
ioe the most expert canine are of the toy or 
carry-me-about species—receive their dose in the shape 
of a lozenge or sweetmeat, and exhibit the cravings 
noticeable in their human relations when deprived of 
the stimulating influence of drink or ah: 

One wee creature, a mere bundle of blue-grey fluff 
with wondering eyes pathetic in their child-like simpli- 
city, earned the unenviable reputation of having stolen 
from the counters of every fashionable repository in 
Paris. Its mistress carried the pet in her arms always, 
and a sign from her indicated the moment of action. 
Quick as a flash the coveted trifle was seized by the 
agile paws and concealed in the blue-grey confusion of 
downy fur, its method being so innocently clever that 
neither dog nor mistress was suspected for an indefinite 


Strange to relate, the Gog was honest enough except 
when under the influence of spirits, revealing no indica- 
tion to purloin, even when given a direct opportunity. 
ic is also administered in tiny doses to 
thieves. One really handsome Italian greyhound, whic. 
snapped up articles of small size and retained them 
withva its mouth until ite mistress requested their 
forfeiture, betrayed ia hme of arsenical poisoning 
when dissected after death. ; 
Exceedingly alert is the dog after its dose, and 
willing to exert all its cunning for the benefit of its 
mistress. The inspiration soon passes, however, owing 
to the minute quantities that must be given, so that 


during a lengthy shopping expedition it is essential to 
renew the spon n inert specimen of doggie 
was observed in the lap of a lady, who had purchased 


somewhat lavishly at a sale in a famous establishment. 
Chance observation revealed the owner in the act of 
administering a white lozenge to her pet, and soon 
after my lady was treading briskly from counter to 
counter with the vocwalensl animal, all eager for the 


fray, puddle in her arm, its eyes burning feverishly 


ring to the bustle of the a, the 

hitherto damp yi pet misinterp: the signs of bis 

propri , and effected pillage at an untimely moment, 

t exposure. Taken from his owner, the 

accomplished thief soon succumbed, deprivation of the 
working havoc in an unusually short time. 

iS) as are the furry rogues while receiving the 
sup; of their mistress’s arm, it is hazardous to place 
them on the ground, the drug-impregnated creatures 
finding it impossible to keep their feet, while convulsive 
trembling is often noticed. This was exemplified not 
long a in a fashionable provincial establishment, a 
belief being expressed that the creature — dropped 
accidentally by the youthful owner—was suffering oni 
disease or ill-treatment. In this case a hasty retreat 
was made, and subsequent inquiry declared the mistress 
to be an artful shop-thief, her success being due to 
the efficiently-trained canine that invariably accom- 
panied her. 

One of these dogs is never heard to bark. Whether 
this is the result of careful training—a precaution on the 
part of the owner who may fear the consequence of 
untimely growling—or the effect of poisonous stimu- 
Jante is not immediately understood. 


A Sure Sien.—“ Any amusement in this town 
to-night P” asked the stranger. 
“Texpect there’s Stand to be a lecture,” replied the 
grocer; “I’ve been sellin’ eggs all day.” 
— ef 
CoswiaegE: “ Didn’t you think it rather foolish for 
her to ask you if her hat were on straight?” 
Merritt: “No. It was in a railway train, and we 
had just came out of a long tunnel.” 
fe 
In AmeRica.—“ Why,” asked the casual observer, 
“did you shoot that manP” 
“ Because,” replied the Chairman of the Civic Federa- 
tion, always glad to supply reasonable information, “ he 
would otherwise have died of ates, ge, and we 


are trying to have our town recognised as a health 
resort, you know.” 


“Wor nonsense growd up people talk,” ruminated 
little Willie. ‘“ Pa told me the other day that knowledge 
is power. It may be so when you're growd up, but it don’t 
work with us fellers. W’y, only the other day Raggy, 
the bootblack, came to our school for the first time in 
his life, an’ he hadn’t been there two hours ‘fore he 
licked every boy in the place.” 
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PEOPLE OF IMPORTANCE. 


Mr. CHAMBEELAIN smokes ten big cigars a day. 
ane Georcz Mergprrs, the popular novelist, is 


Lorp Roszsery has the finest collection of modern 
books in the country. 

THE Queen of the Netherlands has had resource to 
the womanly practice of putting her hair up. 

Lozp SaLisBurY plays a game of billiards, 
although he bas an aversion to that particular form of 
amusement by daylight. — 

ALMA TADEMA's studio in London is reached by a 
flight of seemingly golden stairs, the steps being entirely 
covered with’plates of polished brass. 

Tue King of Greece delights in taking recreation in 
the fields. He can plough, cut and bind corn, milk 
cows, and, in short, could at a pinch keep a farm going 
single- handed. 

Every morning Prince Bismarck, when he leaves his 
bed, weighs himeelf in a pair of scales, and enters his 
weight in a special diary. In 1879 he turned the scale 
at 242lb., but he has now reduced himself to about 2001b. 

Mr. W.8. GrrBeERT was many years ago called to 
the Bar. His first brief was from a Frenchman, who 
marked his satisfaction at winning his case By giving 
the verse-spinner a kiss on both cheeks before the whole 
court. That was the only fee Gilbert got from him. 

GENNARO FAB0zz21I, pianist to the Queen of Italy and 
a famous violinist, has been blind since his birth. His 
studies were made at the Institution for the Blind in 
Naples, where he finally became conductor of the 
ceclesea, In France, Italy, and in this country, where 
he ap last year, Signor Fabozzi has achieved 
remarkable success. 

UNLIKE many t ladies, the Queen has always 
refused to trust all her household arrangements to a 
housekeeper. Something like a thousand people are 
employed in and about the royal household, and no 
change is ever made without the Queen bene ld of it, 
and whenever one of the servants is about to be married 
she sends for the girl, gives her a few kindly words of 
advice, and presents her with a Bible as a wedding gift. 

PADEREWSKI’S son, when quite a little boy. asked his 
father, who was fulfilling e ments in Paris at the 
time, whether he might go to the Cirque, where Pade- 
rewski was to perform. e distinguished pianist con- 
sented. When the lad came home his father asked him 
how he had enjoyed himself. ‘Oh, not at all,” was the 
panne & reply. “It was the dullest circus I have 
ever been to. I expected to see you go through hoops, 
but you only played at the piano just as you do at home.” 

Rvssia’s young Empress has created consternation 
at the Court of Petersburg by discountenancing 
the use of tobacco by the ladies with whom she is 
brought into contact. She is credited with the observa- 
tion that the cigarette in the mouth of a woman is as 
bad as an oath in that of a man, and has requested 
that neither her ladies-in-waiting nor yet the ladies of 
the Court should approach her so long as there is the 
slightest aroma of tobacco about their clothes or about 
their Hsp Now, nearly every member of the Imperial 
Family, and in natural apr “wee well-nigh every lady 
in Court and in Society at Petersburg, is addicted to 
the use and even abuse of cigarettes, the Grand Duchess 
Viadimir being conspicuous among the number. The 
widowed Tsarina, like her sisters, the Princess of 
Wales and the Duchess of Cumberland, never favoured 
the use of tobacco by ladies, but in spite of all the 
influence which she wielded over her husband, Alex- 
anderlIII., she did not venture openly to object to it on 
the part of the members of her Court. That the young 
Empress should have had the courage to do 80 con- 
stitutes a proof not only that her influence over her 
husband is of a predominant nature, but also that she 
will not hesitate to use it for the execution of her ideas, 

irrespective of any prejudices or obstacles that she may 
encounter. 

GroreE J. GOULD, who is commodore of the Atlantic 
Yacht Club, has recently had a number of alterations 
made to the interior of his magnificent steam yacht 
Atalanta, which, as every one knows, is one of the most 
luxuriously equipped yachts afloat. The owner has had 
about ten feet taken off the after end of the ladies’ saloon, 
which he has converted into a smoking-room and buffet, 
where he can drink a cocktail and smoke a friendly 
cigar without being disturbed. The room which Mr. 
Gould calls his “den” is beautifully panelled in whi 
ash, surrounded by red leathered-covered sofas. While 
this is not very remarkable in itself, the decorations are, 
for burned into the wood for about a tenth of an inch 
by the aid of an electric are scroll-work fi i 
running along the wall, sides, and even in the 8 
supporting theceiling. In case any visitor should forget 
his real reason for entering the room in his admiration 
for the decorations, Committees Gould has kindly burned 
into the wall the following inscription : 

If Ae my theme I rightly think, there are five reasons why we 

rink : 


Good wine, a friend, because I'm dry, or lest 

I should be by-and-bye, or any other reason why 

** We won't count this one.’”’ ‘ 

This is about the first work of ita kind ever done by 
the electric pen, and, judging by the result on the 
Atalanta, it has opened a new field for the decoration of 
natural wood. 
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THE WAY TO GROW RICH. 


“Yrs,” said the spectacled literary man, “ my brother 
Hiram is the genius of the family. Perhaps pan have 
heard of my brother Hiram P” 

“ Not that I remember,” replied the caller. “Is hea 
man of some distinction P ” 

“Ts he? My brother Hiram, sir,” rejoined the 
scholarly author of “Twenty Systems of Religion 
Critically Analysed and Com ”” cheerfully empty- 
ing another coal-scuttle full of unsold copies of the 
book into the fire that warmed his meagre apartment, 
“is the inventor of a toothpick that will not climb up 
out of the pocket and get lost, and he is rolling in 
wealth, sir—simply rolling in wealth !” 

————__+j—.—____ 


£3,400 FOR A WATCH. 


“WHILE in Geneva some months ago,” writes a 
correspondent, “I visited the principal watch works 
there, and as a matter of curiosity asked the manager 
what was the highest price watch that was made in 
Geneva. He said that the most expensive watch 
turned out in Switzerland was worth £140. 

This watch had a fe second-hand and struck the 
hours if needed. It had in it a tiny musical box, 
which played three distinct tunes. This watch, he said, 
was the finest that could be made, although one 
ornamented with diamonds, or with gems worked into 
the case would of course run the peice up into as many 
thousands as the purchaser desired. 

He said there had been one watch rf&de in his 
establishment the cases of which had been studded with 
diamonds, and which had cost £3,400, but so far as the 
watch itself was concerned it was worth only £140. 


a SS 


A YOUNG man never realises the blessings of wealth 
so thoroughly as when he takes his girl to the theatre 
ane discovers at the entrance that he left his purse 
at home. 


—— 

Douzsy: “ What are bells on bicycles for ?” 

Dooby: “Don’t you know? hy. the riders ring 
them, you know, when cycling through the streets, so as 
to let the people know they’re going to run them down.” 

—_—» 3-2 


Mes. O’Hoournan: “ Faix, Dennis! An’ phat are 
afther doin’ now P” 
O’Hoolihan : “ Begob, Rosy, it’s meself as has bought 
a music stool for Batic, an Oi’ve been woinding the 
bastely thing up for over an hour, an’ not a dhrop 
of music can Oi get out of it at all, at all!” 


TWO COMPETITION RESULTS. 


V'nx prize of £2 28. for the most interesting “Local 
Fact” has been awarded to ‘A. Pickwell, 10, West Shrubbery, 
Redland, Bristol. The usual fifty pencil-cases have been 
forwarded to the following competitors : 

T. tworth Terrace, predegar, Mon.; §. L. Edwards, 
Parroc! Kent; W. Ki loater Road, Cheltenham; 
use Shy a 


NY, 
von, 8. Wales; 
Grenard 


oar, Hil 


3. Wrigley, 7) 


Bip ori eet 

z . Durrant, #6, New Church 

Botton, 5 Aindrown, $0, Albert Be ton ; B. Tonge, 8 
© Bae Sue Geshe Gai hua te Weg! 
oe rahall, 11, Boplay eres, Cueen's Hoel, Portamouth; A. Love, 2% 


Wx have had some excellent anagrams sent in on 
“ Briton or Boer? A Tale of the Fight for South Africa. 
Penknives have been forwarded to the following fifty 
persons: 


Cranghwell, way, ; Mise Hardy, 215, West- 
fn Li 1; “Bes tore , Bireets Thurso, N.B.i 
J. Par! 7, ‘Windermere ene Mackborn Bolton, Lanca.; J. 
Wi ¢, Grafton Rauare, Glasgow | F. Gladwin, 104, Newland Flac 
Otley Reeds Bradford ; Rig ‘Todor Square, Dalton-in-Furness iG. 
Boe ae Florence loke, 3, Green. ‘pane ne; H. Wilson. & 
Vine Btr Norton, “waiter Sorkabire: a ‘Wood, 10, Berridge Road, 

i 2. » St Street, O.-on-M., Manchester: 2 


, nr. ; 
n; J. Nicholson, 
Morice Town, 


is, North Aloion 

Devonport ; H. 

Cleveland drorrece, 1 

Poles 43, St. George’ 

’0] . . 
i ; ton Grove, Liverpool; 

Bouth Benwel}, owcastie.gn 3 J. Owen, 7, Pres a Gros eri 
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NEW SERIAL STORY. 


Briton or Boer? |\ 


A TALE OP THE PIGHT FOR AFRICA. 


By GEORGE GRIFFITH, 
Author of “Tue ANGEL oF THE REVOLUTION,” “OLGA 


KX Romanorr,” “VaLpAR THE Ort-Born,” ete. 


ILLUSTRATED BY HAROLD PIFFAROD. 


SUMMARY. 


Cuarter [.—The acene opens on the Rand. It isthe eve of Amajuba 
day and a State ball is being given, To this comes Prince Paul Regna, 
abolish nobleman, and his daughter, Princess Vavara. They are intro- 
duced to Dr. Leyds. 

Crarter Il.—Dr. Leyds returns to Pretoria, to attend a midnight 
cousultation at the Government buildings. The Princo's rooms are 
in the Grand Hotel oprorite. By tapping the wires, which cross the 
street at this point, the Prince and his daughter overhear all that 
goes on, and telegraph the result by secret code to Europe, 

Cuarters IIT, asp IV,—Amajuba Day dawns. The Secretary accom- 
panies the Prince and Princess to Krigersdorp, where, from the base 
of the Monument of Independenco, the Presilent makes a great 

roc'tamation. The Convention of London is abrogated, the absolute 
independence of the South African Beye is declared ; the President 
unfurls a Union Jack and rends it to pieces. So the storm bursts' 

Carters V. AND VI.—On the following day Major-General Carrington 
learns at Buluwayo that all the wires have been cut between 
Rhodesia and the south and east. He concludes that this is due to 
Boer hostility, and prepares to meet it. Meanwhile a powerful 
British squadron appears unexpectedly in Delagoa Bay, and Lieutenant 
Ferris is sent ashore to take possession of the telegraph station, 


CHAPTER VII. 
Forcing tHe Loc. 

Tre smoke-cloud towards Inyack Island had now resolved 
itself into several distinct streams of smoke which proceeded 
respectively from the funnels of Her Majesty's battleships 
Victorious, Magnificent, and Majestic, the cruisers Terrible, 
Powerful, Edgar, Endymion, and Grofton, and the torpedo- 
destroyers Ardent, Boxer, Bruiser, Daring, Ferret, and Foam. 

They were coming up atthe full speed of the battleships, 
seventeen knots, or nearly twenty statute miles, which 
was better than that of the Russians by a good couple of 
knots. a 

When they were about ten miles from the land the two 
great cruisers Powerful and Terrible put on their full speed 
of twenty-two knots, closely followed by the Edgar, 
Endymion, and Grafton doing a good twenty, with the 
obvious intention of heading off the Russians which 
lay in the seven-fathom water outside the mouth of the 
harbour. 

The three battleships attended by the destroyers followed 
tr cruisers in column of line abreast about half-a-mile 
astern. 

Not many minutes now elapsed before his glasses showed 
the Russian Admiral how formidable a foe he had to con- 
tend with. A single glance was enough to convince him 
that he was completely cut off from the sea and must either 
fight at practically hopeless odds or surrender.* 

How he had been caught in such a trap was utterly 
beyond his comprehension. His orders had told him to pay 
a friendly visit to Cape Town and coal there. This done he 
was to weigh anchor, ostensibly with the object of proceed- 
ing to the China Seas, steam straight to the latitude of 
Delagoa Bay and lie with banked fires thirty miles to the 
eastward of Inyack Island, there to await orders from the 
land. These orders he had received through the medium 
of the yacht which the solitary watcher on Reuben Point 
had seen steam out to sea twenty-four hours before. On 
teceipt of these he had steamed into the Bay. 

His arrival moreover had been strictly timed to anticipate 
by some six hours the arrival of the German squadron, 
Consisting of the ironclads Kaiser and Deutchland, the 
Cruisers Geier, See Adler and Condor and six first and 
second class torpedo boats, which Mr. Secretary Leyds had 
confidently expected to be in ion of the “ keyhole of 
Africa” on the morning of the 17th December. 

But, whatever the reason of these extraordinary happen- 
ings, there could not be the slightest doubt as to the 
purpose of the British squadron. The two lines of cruisers 
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and battleships took up their position across the ten- 
fathom channel to the north of Elephant Island, thus 
completely barring the way to all vessels of such draft as 
the Russians. Then one of the destroyers, the Bruiser, left 
the side of the Majestic, flying a white flag, and came tearing 
nae the smooth water at some twenty knots an hour 
towards the Navarin. 

,_ She ran alongside the Russian flagship, and the lieutenant 
command delivered a note from the British Admiral 
stating that he accepted the shots fired at the Thrasher as 
&n act of war and declaration of hostilities, and calling 
upon the Russian Admiral, in the interests of humanity, to 
surrender forthwith toa force which an appended list of 
the British warships would prove to be of overwhelming 
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The note concluded with the brief’ but 8 state- 
ment that Delagoa Bay and the surrounding territory had 
been purchased by Great Britain from Portugal, and that, 


therefore, the Russian i iti 
withont “oniwe inn squadron was in British waters 


Vitation or permis- 
sion. 

_, Politely worded as 
it was, it was by no 
means a pleasant «: 
message to receive. - 
Vice-Admiral Tcher- 
kov glanced from 
under his frownin 
brows at the formid- 
able list and in that 


glance ised . 
the inevitable. In 
number of ships, 


speed, and gunpower 
he was hopelessly at : 
a disadvantage. ; 

Altogether he was between the horns of an exceedin gly 
awkward dilemma. To fight meant almost certain 
destruction ; to surrender without a fight meant not only 
disgrace but probably also court martial and death. Flight 
was absolutely out of the question, for his ships were 
completely hemmed in by the British squadron, which 
entirely commanded the only practicable channel between 
the perils of the Lech Reef and the Cockburn Shoals. 

As most men in such a position would have done, he 
tried to temporise. He assured the lieutenant of the 
Bruiser that he had no intention of sinking the Thrasher, 
as he could easily have done had he desired to do so, 
That he had suspected a sinister motive in what he thought 
to be the unwarrantable landing of the British bluejackets, 
and therefore thought he had a right to stop the destroyer 
by force after she had disregarded his signal. Further that 
he was not aware that his country was in a state of war 
with Great Britain, and that therefore he claimed an 
armistice of twelve hours to enable him to communicate 
with his government by telegraph. 

The reasoning was ees enough, seeing that it had 
to be formulated on the spur of tho moment, but it went 
only a very short way with Lieutenant Cardigan of the 
Bruiser, for he listened to it with a just perceptible smile 
on his clean shaven lip, and answered it politely but 
uncompromisingly by saying: 

“ My instructions, sir, are to take back your answer ‘ Yes,’ 
or‘ No.’ I have no power to make terms or to listen to 
proposals. If I return without an answer the squadron will 
advance, and fire will be opened immediately.” 

Very important issues are sometimes decided by very 
trifling causes, and it was thus what was afterwards known 
as the Battle of Delagoa Bay came to be fought. Thero 
was a exceedingly unpleasant in the quiet tones of 
the young lieutenant, a suggestion of absolute and 
unquestioned superiority which set the hot semi-Tartar blood 
of Admiral Tcherkov on fire and scattered whatever 
prudent considerations might have been forming in his 
mind to the winds. 

His sallow face flushed a muddy red, and his bristly 
whiskers and moustache seemed to stiffen out with anger. 
He stamped his foot on the deck and said in a harsh and 
somewhat husky voice : 

“The servants of my master are not accustomed to be 
bullied in that fashion, sir. Go back and tell your admiral 
that I shall obey my orders at any cost. They are to remain 
here until the arrival of another squadron which is not 
many hours behind you, and here I shall remain either 
till that squadron arrives or the last of my ships is sunk. 

“Tell him, too, if he does not already know it, that the 
fight will not be so unequal as he seems to hope for. There 
may be no escape for us, but it may be that there will be 
none for you either if our friends find you here in the 
condition in which I hope we shall leave you. That is my 
answer. Good-morning, sir.” 

With that Admiral Tcherkov abruptly turned his back on 
the lieutenant of the Bruiser and walked aft. That officer 
smiled gravely, yet not sadly—such a smile as a man might 
permit himself when holding four aces at poker. He took a 
rapid but comprehensive glance over the decks of the 
Navarin, touched his cap to the officer in charge of the 
gangway, and walked stiffly and deliberately down the 
ladder. 

The Bruiser sped away towards the British line, which 
was now about three miles from the Russian. Almost at 
the same moment the Sokol, which had been lying on the 
other side of the Navarin, left her side and headed away at 
full speed to the south-eastward with the obvious intention 
of rounding the southern extremity of Inyack Island, slip- 
ping through the shallow water which covered the narrow 
channel between the island and the peninsula, and so getting 
to sea. 

She was the fastest craft in the Russian navy, running a 

ood thirty knots an hour. Once outside she would most 
ikely trust to her heels for a succeseful dash up the 
Mozambique Channel to the nearest French telegraph 
station in Madagascar, and there give information of the 
doings of the British squadron. Possibly too she might fall 
in with a powerful French squadron which Admiral 
Tcherkov would have been very glad to believe actually 
in the proximity to Delagoa Bay that he had alleged it to 
be in 


Athough the Bruiser kept on her way towards the 
Majestic this incident by no means passed unnoticed. The 
Thrasher had rejoined the squadron and had taken up her 
station between the Majestic and the Victorious, Instantly 
her number fluttered from the signal-yard of the flagship 
with a string of variegated bunting below it. 

Lieutenant Ferris, still standing on the platform of the 
telegraph house with his glasses fastened to his eyes, shut 
his teeth with a snap and muttered a hardly printable 
expression through them as he saw the signal which he had no 
need to be able to read. His instinct told him that it read , 


89 


“ Chase Sokol. Capture or sink.” 

The next moment the Thrasher backed out from between 
the big battleships, stopped and turned, as it were, on her 
heel, till her nose pointed due south. Then, as if a po 
spring had been released behind her, she shot away towards 
the southern point of the island to, if possible, cut the 
Sokol off before she could double it and make for the 


_ Acco: di to the etiquette of civilised warfare the now 
inevitable battle could not begin until the Bruiser had 
delivered her to the Majestic and hauled down her 


white flag, so the two squadrons continued to approach each 
other with guns loaded and pointed until the black, wicked- 
looking little craft, as though exulting in her superior speed, 
took a wide sweep round the three battleships and ran in 
under the quarter of the Majestic with as much ease aa 
though she had been laying at anchor instead of steaming 
her full seventeen knota through the water. 

When Admiral Taylor Dale received the reckless defiance of 
the Russian Admiral, and heard the news of the threatened 
approach of the hypothetical friendly squadron he shook 
his head with the gesture of a man whohad just heard that 
another had decided to commit suicide. 

There was, however, no question in his mind as to the 
task which lay before him, and if there had been any it 
would have been instantly removed by the sight of the 
red ensign flying from the flagstaff of the telegraph station, 
for that was the pre-arranged signal which old him that 
Lieutenant Ferris had sent to the Cape the news of tho 
arrival of the squadron and the finding of the enemy, and 
had received the e: ted order to fight. 

The importance of getting in the first blow was never so 
great as it is in modern naval warfare, and of this fact 
the British Admiral was fully aware. The three pairs ot 
twelve-inch, fifty-ton guns in the forward barbettes of the 
Majestic, Magnificent, and Victorious, were already trained 
on to the Navarin. In point of range and striking power 
these guns are generally considered to be the most effective 
weapons afloat, and on this the first occasion on which they 
had been used in deadly earnest, they amply justified their 
reputation. 

_At two thousand yards they all spoke together, and the 
six huge shells found their mark on the devoted Navarin 
almost at the same instant. 

The effect was as marvelloug_as it was frightful. The 
Russian flagship was for the moment enveloped in a cloud 
of mingled smoke and flame. A minute before she had been 
spick and span and perfect in every detail. A minute after 
she was a shatte wreck, rent and battered out of all 
recognition. 

Almost at the same moment the cruisers, which had been 
swiftly closing __ in, ‘ 
opened fire with their 
9'2in. gunsat3,000 yards 
range on the Rurick % 
and the Rossia, which 
replied with their Sin. 
guns from the forward 
sponsons. The Powerful 
and Terrible devoted 
their attention to the 
Rossia, while the Edgar 
and Endymion tackled 
the Rurick. 

The Russian cruisers 
were slower in speed 
and weaker in arma- 
ment than the British, but they were armoured and 
their opponents were not. The British, therefore, ari 
advantage of their superior speed, kept away and pound 
the Russians with their big guns, waiting until the baitle- 
ships had disposed of the Navarin and the Gangout, after 
which there would naturally be nothing left for the Russian 
cruisers but the choice between sinking and surrender. 

But that one terrible discharge from the big guns of the 
Majestic, Magnificent, and Victorious had not only begun the 
fight; it had, in fact, decided it. The. commander of _the 
Gangout, though every whit as brave a man as his admiral, 
was considerably more pradent, and when he saw his con- 
sort practically put of action before she had fired a shot, he 
clearly recognised that to go on was merely to court certain 
destruction. His own guns were trained on the Majestic, 
and his finger was on the electric button, ready to transmit 
the spark which would have fired them, when to his horror 
he saw the Navarin lurch heavily to port, and begin to 
settle by the stern. . ; 

The two shells from the Victorious had happened to strike 
close together under her eet a few feet aft of the end 
of her armoured belt. ey had penetrated and burst 
inside her inner skin, and one of the fragments had exploded 
a torpedo just as it was being placed in one of the after 
tubes. 

No fabric made by human hands could have withstood 
the frightful energy of the combined explosions. A huge 
rent was torn in her quarter, her port screw-shaft was 
broken, and the torpedo room was flooded in an instant. 

The commander of the Gangout saw at a glance that she 
was doomed, and that the fight was now more hopeless than 
ever. <A few brief moments of bitter reflection convinced 
him that there was only one course to be taken. He saw 
tho Majestic heading straight for his crippled consort, pour- 
ing in a ceascless storm of shot from her forward six-inch 
quick-firers, and evidently meaning to ram unless the 
Russian flag-ship struck. His own ship, too, was gett: 
badly mauled under the combined fire of the Victorious an 
the Majestic, while she herself had not fired a shot. 

All this had taken place during the few moments that he 
remainded andsatae whether to fight or strike. His 
indecision was, however, quickly ended by the sight of the 
Navarin’s flag fluttering down in token of surrender, A 
moment or two moreand the ram of the Majestic would have 
sent her to the bottom. He struck his own! 
surrendered with the unfired still in 
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mini instead of img along her side—and a couple of fast “There is nothing there,’ sir, I assure a : 
metal. succeeding sheila bed tors two lines of jeggod renta through dhe Tacnonl wil mension cae a Nething Ce! 
three propellers at their utmost speed, made a te | the four funnels of the Russian boat. own private Property, which I presume honourable onuy.? 
Rr ee ee ae eda ra As he spoke he took one hand off the wheel and sent a | such aa rane [held sacred. Tam not a combatant, 1... 
open sea, was making nearly twenty a private individual. I was only gi rT 
knots, she was still one slower than the Grafton, and =s Sokol by the Admiral’s favour” © PASSE? OD the 
three knote slower than the Terrible, and a very few “Where to?” said the Lieutenant abruptly, lookin. }; 
on mat ~ ones her captain that there could straight in the eyes. , iS hin 
one en @ race. “To—to—well, to the nearest friend: t i 
There were the big cruisers in front of him, and the h Gawd be landed trem whavea I could go whut a hey a 1 
15,000 ton behind him. If he had e —my own business, of course.” es 


“Tm afraid Mr.—Mr.—by-the-way we havo intro. 
duced ourselves yet. Iam Tisatenant Stevens, sete che 
mand of Her Majesty's ship Thrasher. May I ask your namo?” 

The Lieutenant spoke very politely but with just 1 touch 
of irony in his tone. 

2 My name is—Peter Spiridoff, sir, at your service,” th: 
prisoner replied with just the slightest perceptible paus: 
after the “is.” “TI regret that my rt and personal 
s papers were in a portmanteau in a cabin at that end of the 

wa OS vessel which was destroyed by the explosion. Ach dourahi!” 

As it ha Lieutenant Stevens knew just cnouch 

signal for half-speed to the seinen, The Thrasher | Russian to know that this last word was the equivalent «if 
slowed down just in time to avoi ing her bow into the | the English monoayllable “fool” preceded by a familiar 
Bokol’s stern, but as she came up she received the fire of her | but unprintable adjective, and for the moment he s0 far 
two remaining six-pounders whi seped ae deck up in | forgot his manners as to laugh outright at his prisoner's 
several places and injured her forward funnel rather badly. | discomfiture which was obviously caused by the rappcar- 

But as she was able to bring three of her six-pounders, as | ance of the two men who had been eent to search. 
well as her twelve-pounder, to reply to these, the argument | _ One of them carried a yellow leather dispatch case on the 
was not {of long duration. The shells fired at euch | side of which were boldly painted in bi the initials 
close quarters led clean holes wherever they struck, and | ““M.0.” The Lieutenant took it from the sailor and looked 
after a few minutes’ fire the Sokol was riddled and rent by | at it. He noticed that it was heavily weighted like a ship's 
scores of holes and gashes in her decks and sides, and was | Private signal book—probably for the same purpose, to le 


advan of nearly half a knot over the Thrasher, 
few rari run sufficed to convince Lieutenant 


ing under six feet of water, between the island and the } practically in a sinking condition. gunk in case of need. 
 gpeesinae was so narrow that the boat which reached | “ The Thrasher’s last word was 8 twelve-pound shell, which | “Ah, Mr. Peter Spiridoff,” he said pleasantly to his 
second would have to go hit a torpedo that the Eussian lieutenant was desperately , “this is evidently not yours then. I suppose it 
through almeet trying to launch in a last effort to destroy his adversary, and longed to one of the poor fellows who will have no 
the first, and this very possibly himself, seeing how close the two craft were. further use for it; possibly you were taking care of it for 
serious matter. A frightful losion followed, stunning for the moment | him in your place of safety. Well, there can be no harm in 
The speed of the every man on the Thrasher, hurling those who were | my taking charge of it at any rate. Now we'd bettcr be 
of destroyer is so standing on her decks prostrate, and flinging two of them | getting back on board. After you, Mr. Spiridoff.” 
the bow torpedo-tabe has into the sea. Mr. Michael Ostroff had by this time quite recovered 
.ebo lished, As for the Sokol, her after-part seemed to shrivel up as | from the physical terror which had made him commit in 
sim) far as the funnels, a great cloud of steam rushed out of the | the last few minutes more mistakes than he had made in all 
the torpedo huge ragged rente in the portion which remained, and when | the forty odd years of his life before, and in its place he 
eannet be fired Lieutenant Stevens came to himself, he was just in time to | became suddenly poesessed by a paroxysm of rage. He hid 
shead unless stop the Thrasher from running into the wreck which lay | forgotten to destroy or effectively conceal the priceless 
the boat slows acroes the narrow channel in about seven feet of water. papers which his dispatch case contained. He had lied 
to do it, simes “What a pity!” he said to himself. “I should like to | about the case itself, and given a false name which prevented 
at full speed have taken her back to the Bay at the end of a hawser. By | him even claiming it, 
the boat would selene Jove! that shook us up b peeeey well here. A few yards | There was just one chance of redeeming his terrible error. 
overtake the ORK nearer, and we should have gone to glory together, | He made a sudden dash at the Lieutenant, tore the case 
torpedo and ioialee Poor old Ferris! Won't he be mad when I teil him what | from his hands, and was in the act of flinging it into the 
blow herself up VOOR ON he’s missed. I wohder if there’s anybody alive on board | #ea when one of the bluejackets grabbed him by tho arm 
with it. Henoe = ‘ her? Weseem to have suffered pre bed! , too.” and gave it a twist which sent him to his knees, while tle 
% will be plain This was the fact. Poor Gunner Thwaites and his two | other deftly caught 
that if the assistants were lying terribly mangled beside the gun they | the case as it left 
Thrasher en- had used so well ; nearly a score of others were more or leas | hand. — . 
texed the chan- badly wounded by the close and rapid shell-fire; and the | Within five minutes 
mel astern of two men who had been frang senseless overboard had been | he was securely hand- 
poo ger ge drowned. The boat was badly knocked about, but | cuffed in Lieutenant 


fortunately chiefly as to her deck and upper works. Her | Steven's cabin,“ foam- 
engines were untouched, and none of the holes or rents in | ing at the mouth in 
her sides were near the water line. double Dutch,” aa 
Lieutenant Stevens had the dinghy lowered and made a | Seaman-Gunner Tom 
carefal search of the wreck. Only about a dozen | Smith afterwards put 
or so of her crew remained alive, and every one of these | it in the forecaatle. 
was either scalded or badly wounded or both, with the The survivors of the 
exception of a man in civilian clothes who with white face | Sokol’s crew were 
and shaking limbs crawled up out of the fore peak where | carefully taken on 
he had evidently been hiding during the brief running | board the Thrasher, 
fight, in answer to his repeated hail of inquiry for any more | and then she backed 
who might be alive on board the wreck. out of the narrow 
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stnight course to steer, while the Thrasher had to make a | He scrambled crab fashion along the steeply-tilted deck, | channel, and ran back 
tarn to avoid the shoal to the south of the island, one | and began to implore Gibevens 40 sata his life, and let him to the squadron, at 
teach on which would have ended the race and probably on shore as soon as possible as he had most i t| little more than 


usiness to transact. e had evidently been ibly | half the speed 
frightened, and, seeing this, the Lieutenant said to him | had made during the 


F 


@raft slipped in first. kindly: chase. She was met 
He himself was steoring in the conning-tower, andias the | — “ Your life is in no danger, sir. We English don’t murder | by the Boser, Bruiser, 
ee ee ee feet apart, and | our prisoners, you know; but going ashore is another | and Ardent, which had 
running at almost exactly the same speed, he could see the | matter. I'm afraid you'll have to come with me aboard the | explosion, which had taken 
tightest movement on the Sobol’s deck as distinctly as | fiagship and get the Admiral’s permission first. By-the- | ships behind the ialand, and esvorted in triumph back to the 
though he had been standing on it. He saw the mussle of | way, it’s curious you should have important business on | side of the Majestic. eh hi 
ene of the ot cesauana tek which she carried aft | shore and yet be in such a tremendous hurry to get away Lieutenant Stevens at once went on board with his 
a a the fact that the stream of | from it, as you were just now. I t the Admiral will | prisoner and the dispatch case, and made his report to tho 
from ic aes anak would rip cn tecer Sete oe Pra be ra ie eee on ag oa ping ron hin en et achat 
, trying to run the gauntlet. Obli with sal psiticen ificant hint at the possible command of tiv D» 
peepee pes There was only one thing to be done, my getting into tae boat.’ - that w replace the Thrasher while sho was undens 
ones. . ile he was the Lieutenant's icions had | repairs. Then he took possession of patch case: 
“Ready with the twelve-pounder. Fire!” he shouted, | been is man spoke English perfectly, but was | sent its owner to the guard-room between two marincs. 


save a Russian could have done—and his eager request to | nearly an hour the em | outaide the locked door acted on 
i his 


his eyes and hands than the Russian, and so the English turned away all applicants for 


ds . 
shell got home first. It hit the shield of the Russian gun, and 
smashed it out of shape. Almost st the same instant that 


It was quite possible that the man was an agent of the | whose shoul 
Russian Government, and that the Sokol had been | tremendous responsibility had suddenly fallen. tho 
especially dispatched to get him out of the way. If this He asked the first midshipman be met on Joot where 

Flag-Captai The middy saluted, and told him 9 
pers of importance in his ion. Lieutenant Frank | was on the bridge. This the Admiral might have sech - 
ens, though a thoroughly practical sailor and most | himself at a glance, but, as the Eastern saying has it, at 
premaey ease officer, had a spice of romance in his were turned inward” at the time. He looked up an ieee 
nature, and the idea of making a capture which might ceaigt the bridge, taking no notice of anyone he pass!" 
oi cane Means | the secret machinations of the “ Barrow,” ee ee coil es pol 
ee, land had ever had was by no means | all the Russian 3 as raplaly 
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FICTION. 


A PARENT’S WAIL. 


Onme! Ohmy! Likewise Great Scott! 
Into what woe is this I’ve got ? 
T’ve lately sent my boy to school, 
That he might not grow up a fool; 
And all the things I've told to him, 
Some based on fact, and some on whim, 
These days are coming back to me: 
Alas, alas, that it should be! 


I told him once that Washington, 
Ere he his manhood had begun, 
Once with a mutton-chop did hack 
A cherry-tree out at the back, 
And that in falling down it hit 
His father where he kept his wit; 
He told it as ’twas told by me: 
Alas, alas, that it should be! 


And when his teacher said ’twas not 
The way I'd said, the little tot 
Got up and told her that he guessed 
He'd take my word before the rest; 
And while it might quite suit her whim, 
She’d best not go at stuffing him; 
His daddy knew about that tree: 

Alas, ulas, that it should be! 


And one by one the tales I've told, 
By which he’s been s0 badly sold, 
But which I told him all in fun, 

Are proving false unto my son, 

Who watches me with mournful eye, 


Half hoping that I do not lie, 
But losing faith, alas, in me: 
Alas, alas, that it should be! 


eet eee 


A HovsEHOLD IMPLEMENT WOMEN Cannot Use.— 
There exists a curious lack of sympathy between 
woman and the hammer. The nature and functions of 
the hammer have never been grasped by the fair sex. 
Occasionally a woman is found who can drive simple 
and easy tacks with a common tack hammer; but such 
@ woman is even rarer than a man who knows what a 

sset is, and can insert one into the neck of a shirt. 

he uniformity with which the woman who uses a 
hammer smashes her fingers is not due, as au cial 
observers i ine, to her inability to guide the hammer 
by her eye. ii wcnld Ge skvange indeed if it were, for 
the eye of & woman is so constantly and thoroughly 
cultivated, with the help of a looking-glass, that it is 
far more accurate than the masculine ps . 

This is demonstrated by a simple and pleasing experi- 
ment. Let a msn try to insert a pin into his collar while 
looking in a mirror, which, of course, reverses the 
apparent position of both pin and hand. He will find 
that the in refases to enter are | except his finger, 
and that he cannot place the point of it within half an 
inch of the position m which he desires toplaceit. Now, 
let a woman seat herself before the same mirror with a 
handful of Manpine. She will stick e one of them 
in her back , where they will do the most good, 
without an instant’s hesitation. Nothing could prove 
more clearly than does this experiment the superior 
accuracy of the feminine eye. . 

Woman hits her fingers use of her entire lack of 
confidence in, and sympathy with, the hammer. She is 
afraid to strike a heavy blow that would force the nail 
or tack firmly into ite place, so she strikes timorously 
and tentatively. The result is that the nail requires to 
be held upright between her thumb and finger, and in 
that position they are to the greatest danger. 
Professor Huxley estimates that out of every five blows 
struck by a woman, two fall on the nail and three on 
the From these facte it has been ably argued 
by another eminent philosopher and friend of woman 
that were she to aim her blows deny at her fingers, 
the latter would be hit only twice out of five blows, and 


As there exists this want of mutual understanding 
between woman and the hammer it is not that 
she should r almost anything to the hammer as an 
instrument for driving nails. There prevails a curious 
female delusion to the effect that nails can be driven 
With a hair brush. If a tack is to be driven into the 
wall of a bedroom, or a hook is to be nailed to the wall 


of a cu a@ woman will invariabl to do the 
work her—or bly her husband’s—hair 
brush. ¥t must be that the hair brush when 


thus used is a safe tool. It seldom if ever bruises the 
fingers, but it is utterly inefficient. Either it breaks at 


the third blow or it the nail sideways into the 
plaster. Tp either case the work is a failure, and the 
woman 


finds no from disappointment, marred 

walls, ‘and broken brashes except in tears. 
There have been women who have tried to drive nails 
With articles of glass or chins, such as hand-mirrors or 
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heavy coffee cups. The futility of such efforts is, how- 
ever, so quick ?, demonstrated that even before the 
fragments of china and glass have been picked up the 
fair nail-driver makes up her mind that hammers must 
be made of sterner stuff. Brass candlesticks have 
become of late years comparatively scarce, but wherever 
they exist they are uniformly regarded by women as 
admirable substitutes for the hammer. 

Razor strops, gum bottles, books, knives, legs of 
broken chairs, and heels of shoes, ure among the miscel- 
laneons hammer substitutes in common use with 
the sex ; but they give little satisfaction. There is no 
doubt that the genuine hammer is more efficient and less 
dangerous than any substitute for it yet discovered by 
female ingenuity, and could the mind of woman be 
brought into sympathy with the hammer, she would 
doubtless drive nails with eminent success, and with 
only an infrequent and parely accidental smashing of 
fingers. 

eto ee 

A Surg Cure.—Mrs. Whittler: “Why, what brings 
you home s0 early this afterndon P” 

Whittler (preasing his hand to his right side and 
sinking slowly into a chair with a weak smile): 
“ Appendicitis, that’s all.” 

Mrs. Whittler: “Appendicitis! What can you 
mean ?” 

Whittler: “I know what you will say. I know that 
Mrs. Highblower’s reception is to-day, and that you said 
a would never forgive me if I didn’t go toit with you. 

am afraid, my dear, that I came home not to go toa 
reception, but to die.” 

. Whittler: “Oh, don’t say that. Where is the 
pain?” (Feels his head and pulse.) 

Whittler: “Just here. It came on gradually this 
pam Not a sharp pain, but a feeling of oppression. 
That's the way it always begins, you know.” 

Mrs. Whittler : “ Now, dear, calm yourself. It may 
be nothing, after all. You are so eaiils alarmed.” 

Whittler: “Easily alarmed! With this pain? Of 
course you know more about it than I do. But ll go 
to your reception. I may us well die there as anywhere. 
But in case I live—this is only a supposition—in case I 
live to get to the hospital, have Knifer operate on me. 
I've known him for years. Best surgeon in town.” 

Mra. Whittler: “ Don't take on so. You mustn’t.” 

Whittler: “ You'll find all my papers in order, in case 
peritonitis should set in, as it probably will. The 
surance policy is made out to you, and you can get 
the money when Knifer signs the death-certificate.” 

Mrs. Whittler “ But, dear, do you think you will 
have to be operated on P” 

Whittler: ‘Why, of course. Don’t all cases like 
mine have to be operated on P” 

Mrs. Whittler: “Not always. I think Ican cure you 
in about half a minute.” 

: “You! 

Mrs. Whittler: “It’s the easiest thing in the world. 
You made a slight mistake. That reception isn’t until 
a week from to-day. This is the night we to 
go to the theatre.’ 


“Is love madness?” is a question recently agitated in 
the newspapers. Depends, we take it, on the question 
which chap gets the girl. 


THREE DAYS 


In PARIS for ~« » » £2128. 6d. 
To BRUSSELS and 
WATERLOO for» ~ £2 Os. Od. 


THe great success of our trips to Brussels, of which particulars 
ry t below, have led us to enter into arrangements with 
Meanie. Thos. Cook and Son for an alternative tour to Paris. 
Leaving London on Friday night, from London Bridge or Vic- 
toria, travelling vid Newhaven and Dieppe to Paris, passengers 
will arrive there on Saturday morning. _ 

Breakfast, dinner, and will be provided on Saturday and 
Sunday, end breakfast and dinner on Monday, visitors returning 
Monday night, and arriving in London on Tuesday morning. 

The tourists will travel third clase by rail; those who prefer 
second class will be charged an additional ten shillings, while for 
the further sum of five shillings first-class hotel accommodation 
be obtained. These prices include conveyance between the 

al and at departure from Paris. 
fourid to leave nothing 


railway and hotel on arriv 
(ls accommodation provided will 


that could be desired. All scations for tickets must be 
made to this office, stating the date for which they are required, 


and inclosing the necessary amount in postal 


ANOTHER ITINERARY. 


PECIAL arrangements have been made with Messrs. Thos. 
oon and Son ts another attractive tour for readers of 
P.W. This tour will occupy three days. Starting from London 
(my) on Friday night, tourists will travel by Harwich and 
Antwerp to Brussels. From here an excursion will be madé to 
the scene of the battle of Waterloo. 


i ‘or tickets must be made to this office 
a for whic iy Miles (00 OF cad tactoaing Hite poem 
orders. 


le 
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FACTS, 


Horses succumb to cold quicker than any other 
animal. 


FLEas will never touch an epileptic, and will instantly 
leave a dead or dying person. 


INCANDESCENT lamps increase in effectiveness durin 
the firat eighty or one hundred hours of use, after whic 
they slowly fade. 


THE boiler tubes of a large liner, if placed in a 
row, would stretch nearly ten miles, and the condenser 
tubes more than hwenty-five miles. 


THE difference of a gerihing pound in the total 
trade turnover of sugar in the United Kingdom for a 
year means no less than £3,000,000. 


Corn collectors regard the collecting of old Greek 
coins as their most formidable task, not because of 
their rarity, but because fully 1,000 independent cities 
had a distinctive series of coins. 


It is probably not avery well known fact that the 
shedding of tears keeps the eyes cool. Such is the case, 
however, and no matter how hot the head may be so 
long as there are tears the eyes will be cool. 


Ir will surprise most people to know that there is a 
law to punish servants who invite their friends into their 
masters’ houses. It seems the intruders can be charged 
with being “ 8,’ and the servant who 
admits them with aiding and abetting them. 


A SoMERSET man recently made a bad speculation. 
He yun was wakes | ‘< when the thief was captured 
and the gun reco , he agreed not to appear against 
the prisoner on his paying him £3. He was prosecuted 
for compounding a felony, and his fine and costs 
amounted to £8 10s. 


Moge men wear corsets than is generally believed. 
A certain London corset-maker told us that he makes 
hundreds every year, and recently had in hand one pair 
of pink satin rated with fleur-de-lis and another of 
Nile-green satin adorned with lotus flowers, one of these 
being for an officer in India. 


A GEEMAN paper gives a test for watered milk which 
is simplicity in itself. A well-polished knitting needle 
is dipped into a deep vessel of milk, and immediately 
withdrawn in an upright position. If the milk is pure 
some of the fluid wil to the needle, but if water 
has been added to the milk, even in a small proportion, 
the fluid will not adhere. 

THE proportion of foreigners to each 1,000 inhabitants 
in undermentioned countries is as follows: United 
Kingdom, 4; France, 29; Germany, 10; Austria, 17; 
Italy, 2; Switzerland, 78; Belgium, 26; United States, 
149. The high percentage in Switzerland is caused by 
the large number of invalids, visitors, etc., who settle 
permanently in the country. 


WHEN two Negritos, a people of the Phillippine 
Islands, are to be wedded, the whole tribe is assembled 
and the affianced pair climb two trees growing near to 
eachother. The elders then bend the branches until the 
heads of the couple meet. When the heads have thus 
come into contact the marriage is legally accomplished 
and great rejoicings take place, a fantastic dance com- 
pleting the ceremony. 

A DECIDEDLY original sentence was recently given by 
a western judge in the United States. A man who did 
not know how to read and write was sentenced, for a 
minor offence, to be imprisoned until he learned. The 
next prisoner could do both, and he was sentenced to 
stay in gaol until he had bag cba his predecessor in the 
dock. Ktter three weeks they were discharged, both 
having fulfilled their taske to the satisfaction of the 
judge. 

SmaLu families are eal ly the rule among ny 
English “upper ten.” average is seven or eight. 
The Queen us mother of nine, and the Princess of 
Wales of six children. Lord Abergavenny is the father 
of ten, the Duke of Argyll of twelve, the Dowager- 
Countess of Dudley is the mother of seven children, the 
Earl of Ellesmere Bosal of eleven, the Earl of Inchiquin 
of fourteen, the Earl of Leicester of eighteen, and the 
Duke of Westminster of fifteen. 


Berore any portion of Her Majesty's regular forces 
can commence a march in the course of which it counts 
upon assistance from the civil power, a “route ” must 
be issued through the Secretary of State signifying the 
forces to be moved, and signed by the proper ofticer. 
This “route,” when delivered to any soldier of what- 
ever rank by his commanding officer, is his sufficient 
authority for demanding whatever may be necessary in 
the way of billeta, vehicles, etc., from any publican or 
livery stable proprietor. 


that the premiwm in respect of PEARSON'S WEEKLY 
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insured with this Com 


1 inst Fatal Railway Accident to the extent 
of TWO THOUSAND POUNDS, under the conditions named in the 
coupon on page 87, 7 
General for 

=a 


Ave you reading Mr. George Griffith's thrilling now serial now appearing in this paper? 


92 


HUMAN HEADS FOR BRIDGES. 

A ouniovs scare ran through the province of Assam, 
in India, recently, which it took the officials some time 
to understand. The story was that 
wanted five children’s ress from each vi is 

The Bengali coolies went frantic, asking for axes and 
knives to defend their families, factories were fortified, 


aeen Victoria 


watch being all night, and in some villages all the 
inhabitants Aer omen i 


Their heads, they believed, were wanted to put under 
the foundation of s great bridge being built. It is the 
tradition among these people that their ancestors placed 
human victims under the ; great pre-historic monoliths. 


HER REASON. 


Tu man picked up his hat and looked sadly 
at the nies . . 

“There is no hope for me? ” he asked faintly. 

“None whatever,” replied the beautiful girl, her eyes 
filled with compassion. 

When he reached the door he turned towards her 


again. 
“T haveto thank you for one thing,” he said bitterly. 
“ What is that P’ she inquired. 
“ You have not told m0 that you would be a sister to 
me. ” 


“I thought of that,” she rejoined hurriedly; “but I 
suddenly remembered.” 
“What?” he asked shortly, as she stopped. 

“That I promised, this morning, to marry your 
father.” 


s ennAEREEREENn car ‘aceon 
COSTLY PERFUMES, 


Owty dealers in precious stones carry more valuable 
stock in a small space than the dealers in essential oils 
and the perfumes that go with-such oils. One dealer 
ehowed an acquaintance a moderate-sized safe containing 
stock valued at £25,000. Attar of roses, musk, civet, 
and ambergris are among the precious articles of such a 
dealer's stock. Attar of roses wholesale selisat about thirty- 
two shillings an ounce, civet at forty-eight shillings an 
ounce, am is at £6, and musk at £8. The retail 
Price of all these is much greater, but they are usually 
sold to the so-called consumer in highly diluted form. 

Musk in the raw looks a deal like axle grease, and 
smells worse. The popular notion that the musk of 
commerce is obtained from the musk-rat is a mistake, 
A somewhat similar perfume is obtained from the musk- 
rat, but most of the supply comes from the musk-deer, 
a creature that is carpldly reaxet ts India, for the sake 
of the secretion. The secretion is shipped in the crnde 
state, and is used not only in the manufacture of the 
liquid perfume sold as musk, but also in very small 
quantities to give strength and staying power to many 
perfumes mate 


from the essential oils of flowers. 


ACTORS WHO HAVE MADE 
FORTUNES. 


English actor is Mr. Bancroft, and 
the ings of his fortane, which is said to be nearly 
£300,000, were made at a little theatre in Tottenham 
Court Road, known in its day as the “Queen's.” Mr. 
Bancroft received £6,000 per annum from Mr. Tree in 
the form of rent for the Haymarket Theatre, which he 

some years ago. It is small wonder, 
considering all this, that Mr. Bancroft feels he can 
freely refuse the offers of handsome engagements that 
continue to pour in upon him. 

Sir Henry ing gives away thousands of pounds 
every year to less fortunate brothers and sisters on the 

. Unfortunate actors have not a better or more 

friend, Mr. Wilson Barrett ps excepted, 
than the “ Knight of the a ere it not for this 
fact, Sir Henry would probably be our richest actor. 
His paige yo! even costing, as they frequently do, so 
much as £20,000 to “ stage,” have scarcely ever proved 
ial failures, while his tours in America, where he is 
most papelas: have brought him enormous sume of clear 
fit. His first two tours in the land of the Stars and 
tripes cleared for him a sum above £90,000, and his last 
trip is said to have increased his banking account to the 
tane of £60,000. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kendal have also made large fortunes 
in America, where they have always met with greater 
success than at home. By two trips taken in 1889 
and 1890 they cleared the small matter of £120,000, 
which they have increased very considerably by “ doing 
the provinces ” in our own snug isle. 

. J. L. Toole, in spite of his popularity in London, 
has never made any very big sums out of his 
metropolitan productions. In Australia and in the 
pores, where he is even more appreciated than in 

mdon, if such a thing is possible, he has had great 
financial p ity. His Australian tour, made some six 
years ago, put some £16,000 or £17,000 into his pocket, 
and his fortune is now said to exceed £80,000. 

Mr. Googe Conquest, whose right name, by-the-bye, 
is Oliver, inherited from his father £70,000, which he is 
said to have doubled qoang the many years he has run 
the Surrey Theatre with such conspicuous success, His 


yearly pantomimes, although a enormous sums to 
produce, have always edied largely to his “ pile.” 
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Mrs. Sara Lane is 


bably the richest lady in “ the 
rofession.” Her p 


uctions at the Britannia Theatre, 
oxton, have ever met with successes only equalled b 
her own enormous Loy per ls tn a per hood a - 
thunder drama. Her , Which is nightly crammed, 
from floor to roof by most enthusiastic audiences, only 
holds £100, but in -two years she has, by careful 
management and judicious ing, succeeded in 
accumulating a fortune of more than £180,000. 

Mr. Charles Wyndham has made a considerable 
fortune since he first took the Criterion Theatre eleven 

ago. His productions have always been more or 
less wescenaalat, a the exhibition of a board announcing 
“ House Full” outside the cosiest theatre in London is 
an almost nightly occurrence, which, coupled with the 
fact that the “Ori” holds £200, speaks well for the 
financial position of this charming actor. 

Mr. Tree is another actor who has been enormously 
successful, but the exact amount of his fortune is not 
known. _It is, however, freely acknowledged to be very 
large. The fact, which we have on good authority, 
that he has cleared sufficient out of the popular but 
exceedingly tiresome Trilby to defray the expenses of 
building a theatre for himself, opposite the scene of 
most of his successes, speaks volumes. 

That Mr. W. S. Penley has made a fortune out of 
Charley's Aunt goes without saying; indeed, if reports 
are to be believed, the amount of the fortune exceeds 
£200,000; and this is quite possible, considering the 
years—literally years—this laughable play has been 
running, not only in London, but all over the world. 
Mr. edeacd Terry, whose successes in Australia have 
been much ter than his successes here, is the lucky 
possessor of some £40,000, a considerable portion of 
which was made out of Sweet Lavender. . Charles 
Warner is somewhat a go-as-you-please gentleman, and 
contents himself with a fortune of, approximately, 
£30,000; while Mrs. Lan is said to be worth about 
£120,000; but it is probable she has much more than 
this, since she must have made quite that sum out of 
her theatrical career, and her financial speculations 
cannot be reckoned for nothing. 


A SURPRISE FOR BOTH. 


“AnD what a surprise it will be to dear George!” 
she was saying to herself. “It fits beautifully, and I 
mean to make all my own things after this and save all 
my dressmaker’s bills. It isn’t every man who has such 


a wife. 

“Tl wear it at the to-night. I know that not 
a single other woman will have a new thing on. I'll 
just sew in this last sleeve, and I’ll have it on when 
George comes home, and——” 

There was a shriek, and a fall of one hundred and 
twenty-seven pounds among the sofa cushions. She had 
made both sleeves for the same arm! 


Mar: “Next toa man, what's the jolliest thing you 


know of P” 
Ethel: “ Myself, if he’s nice.” 
jo 
“Ts it us to eat before going to sleep?” We 
think not. e have frequently heard of persons doin 
so. But if you are afraid to risk it, perhaps you had 
better eat after you go to sleep. 


a 

A MAKER of metal window sashes, in advertising 
them, said: “One advantage of these sashes is that 
they will last for ever, and then, if the owner has no 
further use for them, they can be sold for old iron.” 


——= fe 

Buopgs: “I hear Wigwag is suffering from heat 
prostration.” 

Slobbs: “Yes, he asked a man if it were hot enough 
for him. The doctors say he will be in the hospital for 
two weeks.” 

——_o fo —___ 

Curr Srewakp (to subordinate): “Now, don’t 
forget. Sell the dinner tickets as soon as you can— 
before we leave the river, if possible—but tell the cook 
that we shan't dish up until we are well out at sea and 
begin to feel the swell” 

—_——>j————_ 

Sue: “No, sir; itis im ible. Iam sorry, ind 

but I can never = = 


He: “And yet the encouragement you gave me last 
night in the waltz!” 


he: “Oh, that mustn’t be counted—what I said 
under pressure, so to speak.” 


+t 
Enrrors don’t always tell thetruth. A friend of ours 
announced in his paper: “ All contributions written on 


both sides of the paper will be thrown into the waste- 
r basket.” 
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WEDDINGS AS ADVERTISEMENTS. 


AmeEzicans have a happy knack of turning everythin. 
to material p They combine spectacle an 
business even at the iage of their sons and daughters, 
A New York bride not sic offered her father excep. 
tional pe ice, for advertising his trade, but defied a 
string of popular superstitions at the same time. She 
selected the sup unlucky month of May, appointin 
the thirteenth as the exact day. Moreover, she h 
thirteen bridesmaids, accepted an opal ornament as a 
present from the groom, thirteen coaches awaited the 
party outside the door, and the honeymoon trip was 
planned to run to the thirteenth day. 

With the thirteen coaches it is our intention to deal. 
These were specially built for the occasion, embracing 
all the most recent improvements, and being drawn up 
in poral line outside the gates, so that all whoran might 
behold. The one destined for the newly-married pair 
was a triumph of modern skill. Needless to add, the 
lot was a gala advertisement, the bride’s father wag a 
successful coach-builder, and introduced enterprise 
whenever and wherever possible. 

The business-like parent of another trans-Atlantic 
bride threw from his cab, as the party left the church 
gates, a perfect shower of dollars and cents., on which 
were pasted tiny labels bearing his name and trade 
address. On the obverse side was an announcement 
ainee the coin-gatherers that a few of the pieces were 
numbered, the owners of which were to present them at 
his shop the following morning, when valuable prizes 
would be given in return, the ee the number the 
better the reward. Hundreds o! ple gathered to 
witness the distribution, and the giving of the initial 

rize elicited loud applause, the recipient being a young 

dy, well-known and about to be married, to whom the 
handsome drawing-room suite was especially ap. 
propriate. 

o cycle to church on the wedding-day is not unusual 
across the water, but a Boston party recently created a 
stir even in that go-ahead vicinity. The fair bride was 
mounted on an ivory white wheel; the bridesmaids 
followed riding machines enamelled to match their 
costumes, and the rest of the party were suitably geared. 
The line of brilliant cycles outaide the church was the 
admiration of the throng, and the holiday hues of 
enamel and plate were strikingly beautiful. 

Guarding these was a burly detective, and speculation 
was rife as to the contents ef a mysterious box of great 
size, which had been deposited in the meantime near 
the door of the sacred edifice. Suspense was of short 
duration; directly the young couple issued through the 

rch, the box was thrown open and a lovely machine— 

or two—was wheeled in front of them. 

Amid the cheers of a highly amused crowd “ Daisy 
Bell” and her spouse off to the bride’s home, 
followed by the guests and attendants all merrily awheel. 
Each machine was stamped with the maker's name in 
conspicuous characters; the girl’s father was, of course 
the manufacturer, and the advertisement he thus 
seoured was, no doubt, gratifying to his novelty-loving 
soul. 

Not many would care to emulate the gramps of a 
Buffalo lesman who turned the bride—his daughter 
—and her attendant maids into a huge advertisement. 
Handsomely garbed, he deemed it wasteful to allow the 
pybouty to slip by without informing the public 
that the material used for the dresses could be had at 
cheap rates at his shop in K-——. This he did by means 


.of neatly printed circulars inclosed, with patterns of the 


fabric he wished to popularise, in silver-bordered 
envelopes. These were siatributed by men in costume, 
who discreetly kept some distance from the church. 

Notoriety was recently gained in a similar way by 
another tradesman. He proclaimed to the world that a 
substantial price would be paid for the best snapshot of 
the bride as she left the church, the photographs to be 
afterwards displayed in the windows of his establish- 
ment, and the pede one to be decided by the votes 
of the public. 


WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH £100? 
——0036{00—— 
Ar the right-hand top corner of the front page of P. 1. will be 
. ri a th 

wiolo of 1508." Tt will also appear every mesk im Shor! Stone 
during the same period. 

Procure as many of these coupons as you possibly can. Paste 
them on to slips of paper, or neatly into a book. 


To the person who collects the most coupons during 1896 the 
sum of ONz HunpReEp Pounps will be given. 


duce th 


ese two , then wo: t 
them. Explain the aia’ and don’t be put off with Pro ect 
that may never be fulfilled. Buy the papers for them; colle 
the money and the coupons at the same time. — 

One Hunpeep Pounps is a big sum to earn for, say, an 8 
work a week, fifty-two hours in year, six working days at 
eight and a half hours a day. 


N to be to us until Ish, 1607. Keep 
Pri, be. rp igalaalaa 
All coupons are of equal value, 


R s W ors 
rinctpal paper in the ide world, 


WEEK ENDING 
Ava. 22, 1 


SO NEAR AND YET SO FAR. 


Freszn : “I tell you what, old boy, it’s a case that 
makes my heart bleed. The fellow has died and left a 
wife and six little ones entirely unprovided for.” 

izzer: “ Didn’t he even have is life insured P ” 

“Ob, n0; no company would risk him—his profession 
was too hazardous.’ 

“Why, what was he?” 

“ A life insurance agent.” 


—t fGen 
THE LIFE OF MONEY. 


CoprER money wears rapidly away. In one hundred 

ears £100 worth of egies would only be worth about 

ty pounds, while the same amount of sovereigns 
would only lose three and one-half per cent. of their 
original value. 

A hundred pounds’ worth of shillings, on the other 
hand, would be worn to the extent of some thirty-seven 
pounds. The lees the value of the coin, of course the 
greater its wear and tear. A penny circulates at least 
two hundred and forty times as rapidly as a sovereign. 


—————_—»>$ 
A LIBERAL HUSBAND. 


“FaTHER,” he suddenly remarked, as he looked up 
into the paternal face, “ you are awfully good to mother.” 

“Am IP Well, I hope I treat her as a husband 
should a devoted wife.” 
“ And it’s all over the place how liberal you are to 
her.” 

“How? What do you mean?” 

“ Why, I heard three or four men in the 'bus say that 
all you had in the world was in her name!” 

“Yes—ahem—yes—you go to bed, sir; and the next 
time you hear people lying about me don’t listen to 
what they say.” 


—————~2._____ 
WHERE CAVIARE COMES FROM, 


Mucu of the so-called “ Russian caviare” is prepared 
ata little fishing hamlet on the coast of New Jersey, 
where huge sturgeon abound. Caviare is made from 
the roe of the fish, and one who has been accustomed to 
the roe of small fish can scarcely realise that this queer 
substance serves the same purpose. 

Instead of the foutlisctre-looking morsel that one 
expects, the roe of the apes consists of great bucket- 
fuls of a black substance. Each separate egg comprised 
in this black mass resembles very closely coarse black 
shot as round and plump as a small green pea, and they 
are glassy, as though freshly varnished. 

ese become somewhat shrivelled when packed and 
ready for shipping, and lose much of their glossy 
appearance, but still retain their dark colour, and in 
other respects look much the same when brought to the 
table as when first taken from the fish. : 


Ne 
A CHAMPION HANGMAN. 


GrorcE: MALEDon, of Arkansas, U.S.A., claims to 
be the champion hangman of the world, with a record 
of eighty-eight executions to his credit. He will now 
retire from is public career and live the rest of his life 
on a farm which he has purchased with his savin 

Maledon has been the official hangman of the Bhitea 
States Court at Fort Smith for twenty-six years, and 
took intense pride in the neatness with which he per- 
formed the duties connected with his office. 
There was no guess-work about the drop, and there 
Le eget Irena in the way the work was 
7 A favourite remark of his to a doomed man was: 
fait come on, now ; it’s nothing at all. You won't 
eel it,and I'll have it all over in a jiffy.” He never 
ey to offer the prisoner a chew of tobacco just before 

clergyman began the customary prayer. 


PUDDING BATHS. 


Acie have alwaya understood that Parisian ladies know 
t ck or two not generally known by the world at large 
or preserving their youth and brightness. We have it 
ba © authority of a contemporary that these ladies 
vb starch into their bath water to soften it, as it is 
cheaper than borax or toilet vinegar, and more trust- 
worthy than ammonia, which is said to induce a growth 
of Aon the skin. 

e Parisi = 
Sdlicate risian ladies 
for, nee, meal baths, starch baths, flower baths, sea 


must h: 


NEW AND STRANGE, 


Under the above heading we publish accounts of new and 
curious inventions and discoveries. Should any readers have 
something exceptional of the kind which they would like to 
communicate to the world at large, we shall be very glad if 
they will make this the medium for doing so. No charge 
whatever is made. 

Tf any reader of Prarson’s WEEKLY wishes to communicate 
with an expert regarding an idea for a patent let him write to 
the editor of this paper, marking the envelope PatEntT. The 
letter will be handed to a gentleman well known in connection 
pes patents, who will put himself in communication with its 
sender. 


A MACHINE for slicing bacon has been invented. 


PNEUMATIC knee-caps for the prevention of house- 
maid's knee are now to be bought. 


A NasaL curb, presumably for the use of those who 
are in the habit of snoring is a little novelty further 
1 


particulars of which are likely to be awaited with 
interest. 


A HAND guard or shield for bicyclists is an addition 
to a machine which, under certain circumstances, might 
ae of great value. Such an invention has recently 

n patented. 

AN ivory cleaner and polish has for the first time, I 
believe, been produced. The concocter is one by name 
Pryse, and the manufacturers Messrs. John Parkes and 
Co., of Warwick. 


STONE soles for boots are now recommended instead 
of any other for use in slippery places. They are made 
ed spreading a mixture of quartz sand and waterproof- 
glue on leather, and made, by-the-way, in Germany. 


A UNIQUE method of avoiding the sunken appearance 
of an artificial eye is resorted to by a doctor of 
Washington. Within the socket he inserts a globe of 
fine sponge, into which the healthy tissue grows, 
gradually absorbing it. The advantageous results of 
this treatment are remarkable. 


PaPer tiles, which are now made, are supposed to 
have numerous advantages over those of the ordinary 
type. They are lighter, harder, and also impervious 
to damp. Added to this, they are non-conducting of 
heat and sound, while the new material is said to be 
exceedingly good to look upon. 


FLoatina beds of seaweed, which are often met with 
in mid-ocean, have been observed to reduce the height 
of waves, like oil thrown upon the water. Taking 
advantage of this fact, a Frenchman has invented a thin 
cotton or silken net to answer the same purpose. The 
net is rendered insubmersible by means of a patent 
chemical preparation. The matter has been taken up 
by the Central Society for Saving of Life in Shipwrecks. 

A NEW mineral water bottle opener has been pro- 
duced to lessen the risk which attends the process of 
opening, a risk not only of the bottle bursting under the 
pressure exerted, but of the contents overflowing. The 
opener consists of a steel pin connected with the 
ordinary wooden top. By forcing the pin between the 
rubber and the ball stopper of the bottle, the imprisoned 
gas is permitted to escape, and the glass ball is at once 
released. The inventor, by the way, is J. W. Pocock, of 
Brigham Road, Reading. 

THE pneumatic epidemic is still spreading. It has 
lately taken hold of the makers of inkstands. These 
little necessaries are now made in two parts; a base 
formed of glass or porcelain and an inverted reservoir, 
provided at the lower end with a circular neck, which is 

rforated with holes, arranged at different heights. 

he base of the inkstand is provided with an ink well 
with a single opening. The holes in the neck being 
located at different levels, it is evident that the amount 
of ink in the well may be regulated by placing the 
desired hole opposite this opening into the well. 

ANOTHER instance of the practical application of the 
cycle to the needs of ordinary life comes from nce, 
where a fire-cycle engine has entered the realms of 
actuality. It is made of two tandem safeties, coupled 
by cross-pieces, and carrying a hose reel and a rotary 
pump. Four riders speedily take it from the fire- 
station to the scene of any small fire, where, having 
made connection with the main, the cycle gear is dis- 
connected and the pump thrown into gear, the four 
riders, by their ped ing, discharging 4,500 gallons an 
hour in a stream 100ft. long horizontally, and 75ft. high 
vertically. 

Tue originality of inventors seldom extends to the 
names they bestow on their cherished productions. 
Nomenclature is, of course, a secon consideration, 
but to call a teapot “the universal” 1s to confuse it 
with a long list of articles from braces to bootjacks, and 
to saddle it with a mightily hackneyed name instead of 
one which might be in some manner characteristic or 
descriptive. owever, the “Universal Teapot” has 
been christened, and the least Messrs. Geo. Donald 
and Co., of 311, Central Chambers, Glasgow, can do is 
to exert themselves to make the adjective applicable. 
The object which the patentees have aimed at is the 
separation of the spent leaves from the hot infusion. 
For this purpose a miniature strainer is pronase hung 
from a chain which passes through the lid. When it is 
deemed that the tea has “ drawn” sufficiently the little 
bucket is hauled up into the lid. 
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MONKEYS HAVE NO FLEAS. 


, It is curious that monkeys should be thought to be 
infected with what naturalists call the pulex trritans, 
and what ordinary people know as the flea. 

As every zoologist is aware, monkeys have neither 
fleas nor any other parasite whatsoever, in which, of 
course, they differ vastly from man. 

As a matter of fact, when monkeys begin to pick each 
other about in the friendly way we have all observed, 
they messty Coan bite of Taniened sebaceous matter 
which has been excreted by the glands, and the flea idea 
is entirely fabulous. 


———__»3<—____ 
A SOLO PART. 


First Boy: “ You ought to come to the concert our 
music teacher is goin’ to give.” 

Second Boy: “ You goin’ to be in P” 

First Boy: “Yes. I'm one of the primmer donas. 
We're goin to give a cantata.” 

Second Boy: “ Wot's that ?” 

First Boy: “ Oh, it’s all about sunshine and storms, 
and picnics and harvesters, and all sorts of country 
things. It’s fine.” 

Second Boy: “Do you sing all that?” 

First Boy: “N—no. I’m only in the first scene, 
‘Early mornin’ on the farm.’” 

Second Boy: “ What do you do?” 

First Boy: “I crow.” 


en Eee 
THE ADVANTAGE OF AN ACCIDENT. 


“THE small size of the screw,” says a noted ship. 
builder, “is not due to the perception of any inventor 
of its greater effect as compared with a larger one, but 
purely to accident. When I first engaged in the 
machinery business screws for steamers were made as 
large as possible, it being the theory that the greater 
the diameter the higher the speed. 

“A vessel was sent to sea with a screw so large that 
it was deemed best to cast each blade in two parts, 
and then weld them together. During a storm all 
three blades of the propeller broke at the welding, 
reducing the diameter by more than two-thirds. To 
the surprise of the captain the vessel shot forward at a 
peed such as had never been attained before. 

ngineers then experimented with small propellers, and 
discovered that they were much more effective than 
large ones. Had it not been for that accident we might 
hae gone on using large-bladed screws to the present 

y:” 

———__oj42—____ 


A QUAINT CEREMONY, 


Ir a married Jew dies without issue it devolves upon 
his brother, if he has one, to marry the widow, and it 
is ordained that the first child of this marriage shall be 
known as the son or daughter of the deceased, in order 
that his name shall not be entirely obliterated ; for, be 
it remarked, there are no surnames in Hebrew, every 
individual being known as the son or daughter of 
so-and-so. 

Should this brother, however, desire to be released 
from this duty, he has to go through a quaint and 
striking ceremony, which is now merely a matter of 
form, though at one time it was intended as a 
humiliating ordeal. 

In the presence of a Rabbi and a few necessa 
witnesses, the widow must loosen his shoe, after whic 
servile act she immediately proceeds to show her con- 
tempt for him by spitting out before his face, a per- 
formance which is accompanied by a correspondingly 
disdainful demeanour towards him. She ends ie 
declaring him to be a chalutz hanoahl, which signifies 
“he that had his shoe loosened,” and is regarded as a 
term of reproach. 

The loosening of the shoe is symbolical, and signifies 
the willingness on the part of the widow to carry out 
her part of the arrangement, and her subsequent expres- 
sions of contempt are intended to demonstrate that the 
other is an unworthy creature who fights shy of his 
duty. 

et England, as well as in most other European 
countries, the ceremony has necessarily lost its original 
force. The brother-in-law may be oe married, and 
as bigamy is not permitted, it is impossible for him to 
have two wives, however much he desires them, though 
the Jewish law permits it. The ceremony has, never- 
theless, to be performed before the widow can marry 
again. 

has sometimes happened that the brother-in-law 
has refused to go through the ceremony without first 
receiving a substantial sum, especially i any consider- 
able legacy has been left to the widow, for, he argues, 
in the same way as he has the right of marrying her, 
he has the right of enjoying the legacy left to her. 

To avoid prospective difficulties, however, the custom 
has been introduced at the weddings of English Jews 
of making the brothers of the bridegroom d under 
oath that, should the contingency arise, they will 
through the ceremony, or, in other words, give t 
widow the requisite permission to marry again. 


No charge is made for making public in the above column the inventions of P.W. readers! 
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A Pages mons Pasricutarcy yor Lapies. 


Ysonxt will be glad to answer, in this page, questions of 
general interest upon houschold matters, so far as space 
permits. Envelopes should be marked Home Notes. 


@0 as to serve fat and lean 
To Carve a Ham aeate oth a. ats at the 
@untre of the thickest and out this thin circular 
So ne ne Serer cee em 


se from Plate. 
i i water with one ounce of 
galsinad heskshorns 45 6 
which have been 
Afterwards 


in 
half an ounce of butter till a 
golden colour; add half a pint of brown gravy, a table- 
of mixed m , & dessertepoonful of 
pinch of red pepper. Sti 
anti) the sauce boils, skim it and throngh a fine 
strainer, adil a teanpooeital of findly chopped parsley 
and serve, 
‘ ascending from the 
The Smell of Cooking vee ther 
peut the house is most and even with 
he greatest care this cannot always be prevented. It 
is well, therefore, to have a box, similar to the 
ault boxes, hung near the with cedar powder in it, 


common 


steve, 
‘ soatter a little of this on the top of the stove and it will 
odours. 


instantly kill unpleasant 


in half a pint of cold water. In the add 

a more water, a pinch of sait, and cook for an hour, 
sti it often and more hot water as # thickens 
| a pint is weed. If milk is desired in the pre- 
of this dish, add it after the hominy iz ed, 


To Keep the Hair in Curl there are various 
such as wetting 


pes given, 


rie 
Ppt 


ir 
fu 


3 
F 
g 


oof Bh qaavtet of an ounce of sh: 


tea | with the 


RENRSON’'S v WHEY. -~ 


° aes with well-dried coffee grounds, 
Fill Pinesehions for mice or moths will never 
touch them, and the needles and pins will not rust. 


To Colour your Raisin Wine 222 little 


sugar, or saffron either of these colourings is harmless, 
so you can select that which gives the you require. 
(Reply to Toomas PERROBS.) 


To Set the Dye in Black Stockings 
wash in strong salt and water, then dry and wash 


° . is a good breakfast dish. Cho 

dps ct es are ee 

with flour, and etir in a made 
mustard, pepper, salt, and a cupful of good gravy. Stew 
slowly, then add two hard-boiled eggs, thinly sliced, and 
verve on toast. 

How to Stop Leaks in Casks > * avestion 
asked just now by the makers of home-brewed wines 
and ules. First beat up whiting with common yellow 
soap, and rub the paste into the leak, which will stop a 

when everything else has failed. (Reply to 


CaRpIFF.) 

: Rab half a pound of butter into 
Ging er Nuts. ene pound of flour, add four 
eences of crushed brown sugar, and half an ounce of 
ground Lee Mix these ingredients with an egg and 
@ gill of treacle. Work the gingerbread into a stiff 
paste, adding a little more flour if . Roll out 
and out with a cutter three inches in diameter. Put on 
ing sheete and bake in a rather hot oven till 

and crisp. (Reply to Maup M.) 
: for a from the 
Try Boiled Duck yinay im of cooking. 
Glean the bird and truss it as usual, boil it slowly in 
water for about half-an-hour, season with salt and 
peppercostis, When the duck is cooked, set it on a hot 
ish, pour over it a pint of onion sauce, to which has 
been added a teacupfal of rich brown gravy and a 
spoonful of lemon-juice. Those who like a still more 
savoury sauce should add a little ketchup to the above. 

Serve with potatoes and boiled peas. 
will, I hope, 


This Brass Lacquer Recipe suit your 


After the surface is polished apply a solution 
jac and a gill of methy- 
lated spirit. Set this in a glass bottle and cork, stand for 
twenty-four hours. Pour off the clear fluid and apply to 
an — 4 with a vet, gad aa Bos doing this, 
t Tass, if possi again after painting over 
varnish. This recipe will keep or ee 
work bright and save a great of trouble. (Reply to 
Brass.) 
makes a very light and 


Steamed Mutton acicate dish’ tor invalids 
and children. Take a jar which has a well-fitting cover, 
and set it in a saucepan of water. Into the jar put two 
pounds of mutton, a carrot, a small onion and turni 
cut into dice, a tomato, and season the whole with 
SS = © Let the mutton oook for 
hree hours, taking care that more water is added to the 


rece on a dish, set the mutton in the centre, and pile 
the chopped vegetahles an the top. 
capers over, and serve. 

A Warm Bath is ab to a sick 


ient 


it 


hollow, @ poison is ejected. 
is ys to look at once and see if any part 
of the sting be left behind, and if so, it should be care- 
sd with « pair of fine tweesers. If, however, 
it bas been imcautiously rubbed, and some of the sting 
broken off and left in, the migchief is increased. The aides 
of the wound ghould then be gently squeezed, so as to 
push out the sting. When the oowad is clone, dab it 
with ao little hartehorn or ammonia, and, if pai 
& little sweet oil will prove i The ing as 
a rule does de . 


i 


Wane envixc 
Ave. 22, 1896. 


Pink or Green Prints Wil tt ae 
. aoe r is 
in the rinsing water. Always dry prints in the sha 


A Good Toilet Powder ™Y, >. made at 


home as _ follows: 
Take three ounces each of fuller's earth, starch, and 
Tice flour, dry the ingredients separately, crush very fino, 
mix and pass twice ugh a fine wire sieve. To scent 
the above use powdered orris-root, or a few drops of 
some scent essence. (Reply to Goopwin.) 


To Clean Rusty Keys; Pisee the keys in a 


: saucer, cover them 
with salad ofl or paraffin, and soak for forty-cight 
hours, then rub with very fine sand to remove the rust, 
Tinse so that no grit remains, and polish with soft cloths. 
If, after this process, the rust is still firm, soak the 
keys again in oil. (Reply to Reaver or P.W.) 


. have an 

If Feather Beds or Pillows vteasant 
odour, set them in the air for a day or two, then give 
them a thorough drying before a clear fire. Should the 
smell still remain, have the feathers taken from their 
covers and properly dressed. Typhoid germs have been 
known to start from improperly-dressed feathers in 


beds, etc. 
Peel and elice one pound of 
Apple Mould. juicy cooking epee ta with 
half a pint of water, four ounces of sugar, and the rind 
of a femon till reduced toa pulp, then rub through a 
sieve, add one ounce of gelatine dissolved in a sill of 
water and the juice of the lemon. Colour part of the 
mixture with cochineal and pour into the mould, when 
set fill up the monld with the uncoloured apple. Stand 
till cold and firm, turn out, and serve with a boiled 


custard poured round. 

To half a pint of lemon-juice add 
Lemon Syrup. uarters of a pound of white 
sugar and about half the rinds of the lemons used. Set all 
into a basin, stand this over a pan of boiling water andsim- 
mer for ten minutes after the syrup boils up, stir carefully, 
strain, and keep tightly corked. If this be used fora 
beverage it will require to be diluted with water in the 
proportion of half a pint to every two tablespoonfuls of 
the syrnp. but as a flavouring syrup may be used 

pure. (Reply to Maun M.) 
euch ag you require, are made 
Sponge Cakes, vith ‘these ingredients: Five 
eggs, six ounces oe pees flour, ten ounces of caster 
sugar, and the grated rind of one lemon. Well grease 
the proper tins with clarified butter, and sprinkle with two 
tal ‘uls of caster sugarfand flour mixed together. 
Sift the rest of the flour through a sieve. Separate the 
yolks and whites of eggs into two basins, stir the yolks 
aad ne till quite thick with a wooden spoon, 
whisk the whites of till very stiff and add 
to the yolks, in lightly the flour by 
Fill the tins two-thirds full with the mixture, 
and bake in a quick oven. When done turn the cakes 
very ly on to sieves tilloold. (Reply to THANET.) 


This Method of Washing Clothes 
has lately been recommended to me bys reader, who 
wishes others to save labour, as she done. Fill 
the copper with water, leaving room for the clothes, 
and shred into it half a pound of yellow soap. Let this 
boil till melted, then, when the water is still boiling, 
add a ul and a half of paraffin. Throw the 

into this, and boil fast for thirty rei! 
ing care that the boiling does not cease, or the 
ill eottie § agg, Patra erage four waters, 
and your clothes will be clean without any waste of 
water, 


iling, and great attention 
smell disagreeably. 


ADVERTISEMENT SCALE. 
Single column, per moh, per insertion .. £110 0 
Double 3 


Sek 2 wks ° 
Pull page inside, facing page of matter, either 
white paper or Sud or Srd page of cover, OF 


back page, per insertion ..00 ww. 70 © ; 
Half page Cy rd a we ow 35 c 0 
qQuaweryere ln ” a eS 
Migith yage py @ n moos 0 0 
weath gage ” w nwiw 7 00 
Feont page, whole on =a eo ~- ~-" = 90 00 
Cy) half... -= ~~ eco we oe ~ 45 0 0 
@ «quarter ee 29:10 

” dghth oo oe oo oo ow = 11 5 


M1 spaces above one-tenth of a page are charged at per page ret. 


Bleck blocks are charged 25 ger cont. attra, AU advertisements are 
subject to approval, AU enust be sont in by Noon on Thursday, 
August 20, f intended for the [sens on ale August 29 and dated Scp'. 5. 
The Propristors reserve the right to hold ever or suspend the insisiion 
of any advertisement without prajudice to other insertions on ort. 
HR commemications thowld be addr’ to the Advertisement Managers 
~~ Foarect’s Wally” Ofte, Henristta Stret, London, We. 
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Tonic Treatment of Disease. 


If there be one Truth in Medicine about |The following Correspondence will prove of 
which Medical Men—of all shades of opinion interest : 

—arv agreed, it is this: that, as Health con- Woodgrange College, Forest Gate, E. 

sists of perfect Nutrition, go all Diseases are June 16th, 1896. 
referable to Malnutrition. - “Ihave delayed writing to you till now, 


“as I wanted to give Guy’s Tonic a fair trial, 
Pure Blood. 


“but after the beneficial effects derived in 
“go short a time, I cannot do otherwise than 
“ offer you my sincere Thanks. Since taking 
“Guy’s Tonic my Digestion has been con- 
“siderably improved, and, altogether, I feal 
“ much better and less languid than formerly, 
“The Medicine has also done good to the 
“Circulatory System, for before I began to 
“use it I suffered from Excessive Perspira- 
“tion. This unpleasantness has to a certain 
“extent been removed, and I think the result 
“is due to the action of Guy’s Tonic. At 
“any rate, I shall keep on with Guy’s Tonic 
“for some little time, and hope finally to be 
“thoroughly braced up and strong. 
“F, NORMAN BUTTON.” 


Jane 18th, 1896. 
“I am in receipt of your Letter of the 
“17th inst., and, in reply to same, beg to say 
“that I shall have no objection to your mak- 
“ing use of my note of the 16th inst. Guy’s 
“Tonic has done me so much good that I 
“ cannot refrain from mentioning it to others. 
“FF. N. BUTTON.” 


the Entire Sapare m (which is really Blood 
solidified) will be Healthy, too; but if the 


factorily, because not working under proper 
conditions, and Discase must inevitably 
result. 


It is also an accepted Truism that the 
Natural tendency of the Body is to rectify 
its own deviations from a Healthy Standard 
when placed in the best circumstances for so 
dviny. 


Good Digestion. 


To carefully scrutinise the efforts of Nature 
in her pect to throw off Disease ; to assist 
those efforts by a practical application of the 
vital traths of Physiology ; to attempt to in- 
duce Sound Digestion and consequent Good 
Blood-making, by fortifying and stimulating 
the Stomach to the end that the Restorative 
Energies of the System may be placed in the 
beat conditions and have the fallest scope for 
their development, and thus convert Diseased 
into Healthy Action—this constitutes the 
“Tonic Treatment of Disease.” 


Without this valid basis for our operations 
it isin vain to hope for that Constitutional 
Regeneration which leads to and implies the = / Medical Men. 
Cure of Disease. This is emphatically the . Ay Guy's Tonic 
action of Guy’s Tomio—a Medicine co 
wholly from members of the Vegetable}may be obtained from Chemists and 


arenes er ga aia Stores throughout the World. 


Gay’s Tonic is 
now employed in 
Hospital Practicy, 
and_ is widely 
recommended by 


ANGLO i BAVARIAN SULPHOLIN E STERLING 


MEDAL 
ALES AN@ STOUT. For LOT lO N, Spots. 


Blemishes, Redness, Roughness, giving 
@ Beautiful Complexion and pleasing 


WILLING BOTTLES. 


Punsons subject to eye divorders 
should know that any affliction can 
be cured by Singleton's Golden 
Rye Oinument. bet it must be 
Staclet 


ons. Of all chemists and 
drug stores at af per seo 
yeess’ reputation. Hew Ld 
preserve the Eyesight,” a litde 


BREWERY-GEEPSON MALLET. 
ACENCIES THROMCROUT ENGLAND. 


All SKIN DLSEASES 


Positively cured by the well-known outward 


Antexema Co., 83, Castle Road, 
NW, Nave this paper. 


Put Money in thy Purse’”’ 


said lago—but the rascal did not say how it was to be 
done. He might have added—“ by buying the 


BEST TEA 1: LOWEST PRICE.” 


is the BEST TEA, and is sold at Is., ts. 4d., 
Is. 7d., and 2s. per Ib. 


On receipt of Postal Order f amount, parcels 3ib., éib. and upwardsat 1/4, 1/8, 
and per Toc, will be sont carriage pald direct or through nearest agent. : 


NATIONAL TEA UNION Lrv.,. MINORIES, LONDON, EB. 
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SEPAHAYE LIST OF H. SAMUELS 


See raee raee verasne 
IN. 


R 
) 9 STARTLING BARGAINS, F London Wall, London, E.C. 
; SEND 2). TO-DAY AND RECEIVE, 
FREE SAVE, THIS CELE- ; 
? BRATED WATCH. FING PLATE, 
2 JEWE MOVEMENT; ‘Windsor Castle and t er 
BYLVER CASES, STAMPED: (THE LADYS S1ZB with Thirty two Penn Stamps, oF Post Office Order for 2s. éd., to Fhe MATION AL, 
RIGHTY. VED AND DEOORATED, COM. rin Union, «! redeem 
PLATE, WITH KEY, ac FOR at WoRTH 8 (Signed) Nazionat Fixe Anr Union, 46 aud 47, London Wall, London, E.C, 


18 SENT WITH ORDER. 
PROTECTED BY 
_. BaVS NEW LBP BOW EMES 


EEL. 95 
"COSTUMES n 


Joseere Go 


THE LONDON MANUFACTURERS, 
PATTERNS 
ree. = MO/G “ekve* 
“Wt THE COSTUME OF THE DAY. 

Made in the latest style and fashion for the present scason. This 
pretty Half-Guinea Costume consists of an open-fronted jacket with 
fashionable skirt. 

Made in our world-re- nowned Specialite Serge, 
unsurpassed for wear. Black, Navy, Tan, Drab, 
Brown, Grey, Electric 10/6 Blue, Bronze Green, 

i requested to send their 
name and address, and we will forward, post free, our 
patterns with our illustrated Sketch-book, showing all our different Styles 
of Costumes. Satisfaction and perfect fit guaranteed. Price fails to 
convey any idea of the value given with these Costumes. They stand 


“utterly unrivalled all the world over.” Each Costume securely packed 
Design'No. 110, and sent carriage paid 9d. extra. 


ALLEN FOSTER & CO., 47, Roscoe St., London, E.C. 
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HAVE YOU A POST-CARD ? 


If not, please obtain one, and send it to the 


PEARSON POTTERY COMPANY, 


HAN LEY, 


with your name and address on the back, and you will receive by next post full particulars of the most wonderful 
package of crockery the world has ever seen, 


100 PIECES 
FOR £1 1s. 


A Dinner Service of 50 pieces 
is included, which is guaran- 


This is the pattern 
of the 
DINNER SERVICE. 


POS SSOCSOSOCOCOSSCOSCOOOOSD 


teed to bo a the falnes THOUSANDS 
of BS pieors VSnished in gold, SOLD ALL OVER 
Tee Lan Sn CEaeuery: THE WORLD. 


Poast-cards and Letters to be addressed to the 


PEARSON POTTERY COMPANY, HANLEY, STAFFS. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 
GRAND FINE ART GIFTS. 


The finest and most valuable Gifte ever offered will be presented to every reader of this 
issue of Pearson's Weekly. Each reader will be entitled to receive fro: 


THE NATIONAL FINE ART UNION, 46 & 47, LONDON WALL, LONDON, E.C., 


a copy (23in. by 16in.) of each of the beantiful Steel Plate Engravings, entitled 


““A7INDSOR CASTILE!” (copyright). 
‘©WARWICK CASTLE ’”’ (Copyrishe. 


(Special ved the Companion to “Windsor Castle.”) 
These grand works may tady fe considered as two of Leah aed ap gg orn high art 
of aiodera einen enes = = ce ory T.A. Prior, Eeq.,B-Aey 
and “‘ Warwick Castle”’ is engrav 5 a oe ; the ariginal paintings being 
the work of that well-known artist, x. Duncan, hee 
A\VORTH pe R CASTLE” (Copyright). 
3 Guiness cture stands the 


PRARAAAAS SMe? UPEPUPEFRANANPNARPNPNIN IRIS UA EP EL EF 


SILVER 


£} 
e scene in which urtiers 


excel, And there ie a party of fishermen embarking in their well-found punt, eager for a day 
of the sport old Izaak Walton loved so well. The magnificence of the foliage und general 
treatment of the whole picture is most unique, and leaves nothing to be 
“WAEWICKE CASTLE” (Copyright). 

The scene is an English Pastoral one, and is one of the best examples of the English 
gaps A rae is well-known to be the finest and richest in Landscapes of all the various 

00) Art. 

In the foreground are groups of Cattle drinking from a stream of crystal clearness 
which meanders through the most luxuriant and pistameque district of our island home. 
The ificent woodland, in all the glory of light and shadow stretching away to the it, 


leaves the central portion of the picture ween for the portra: 
representation of simple and sweet country life, white the srieun soenea 
in the distance, tells of a power and greatness which m us ap ly the 


perfect security and restful peace of our favoured country. In th 
the only representation extant of that portion of Warwick CasTLe destroyed by fire some 
twenty yenre \e 

Tv yrasocintions that crowd round this historic structure in which the Great Earl of 
Warwick, called ‘‘The King Maker," lived, are fitly exemplified in the work itself, while 
the ability displaved by the engraver cannot be too an 

t sz ‘GRAND PRESENTATION PI E8 will be given to each reader 
of Pearson's Weekly who cuts out the Redemption Bond below, and sends it to the 
NATIONAL FINE ART UNION, Head Offices: 46 and 47, London ‘Wall, London, E.C, 
ape with 32 penny stamps, or Post Office Order for a, 6d., payable at the General Post 
Office, London, Ee. to CHARLES WILLIAMS, to pay the cost of case, trausmissi: 
copyright and other charges. They will then be sent free to all ~arts of Great Britain 
Ireland, or the Colonies, sccurely packed, and warranted to reach t) ir destination uninjured, 


FINE ART UNION, Head Offices: 46 and 47, 


Cut out this Bond and ead it to the NATIONAL 
nm 


No. P.W. REDEMPTION BOND. . 

This Bond entitles the holder to One copy of each of the beautiful Steel Plate 
vings of Warwick Castle, and must be sen’ 

it in the order it is received. 


7th, 1896. 


W.B.—Hot « 
Note these Instructiens.—All Bonds m 
readers , Wovember 14th. 
W. SAMUELS WATCHES benefits intended 


PaTENT, Joan be one 
ag will not again be printed in this Paper, b the 
GENTLY BUT FIRMLY “ris sey echt |Sermcarcts cole iendeay anand erie wert od ore wl wl 


All applications must be sent to— FEB WATIOWAL FINE ART UNION, 


ones Satta Sa tn its th cy 


Exsxwunss in this issue will be found the announce- 
ment of holiday trips to Paris and Brussels, whereby 
readers of P.W. are offered special facilities for 
economical and enjoyable travel. We will pay the 
entire of one of the excursions for the reader 
of P.W. who sends in before Tuesday, August 25th, 
the most novel and interesting account of a “ Curious 
Discovery.” This must be written on a post-card 
marked “Tripper.” Fifty P.W. penknives will also 
be awarded as consolation prizes. 

Negwty-wep asks whether he ought to take off his 
hat to his wife on meeting or leaving her. 
Your wife will think none the worse of you for doing 
so, unless she is economically minded, and considers 
the cost of hate, and the unreliability of brims. You 
might put the matter to her in this light. 

B.R. Y. asks; ‘“‘ What animal can live longest without 
food P’ ——_————Disregarding the bat and the toad, 
about which naturalists cannot agree, the answer 
must be the serpent. One of these reptiles in con- 
finement has been known to refuse food for a 
period of twenty-two months. A viper will live ten 
months without food, and a bear six months, while 
even a horse will live twenty-five days without solid 
food, merely drinking water. 

BR. G. 8. says that he has gone to stay during the 
autumn at a farm-house. He occupies the front sit- 

-room which looks out over the little scrap of 

,and a widow and her danghter have moved 

mto the back parlour. He says it is rather embarras- 

sing in the evenings, because often when he strolls out 

to emoke his pipe on the lawn he finds the daughter 
ey 


there, and as have not been introduced he does 
not know whether he ought to address her or not. 


I have heard it called a _ great 
many things but never embarrassing before. 
If the widow and her daughter had the front room 


in the window it would of 
F ee is had that is 
juired. very good wo to take posses- 
pay of the front gate. never was a girl who 
did not want to go out of the front gate some time or 
other. For a few days she might dodge you by going 
out by the back entrance. In the end, however, she is 
sure to come along, and then you only have to open 
the gate. She must thank you for doing that, and 
afterwards—well it ought not to be embarrassin 
after that. At this time of the year I havea i 
deal of light information of this kind on lene for 
which no charge is made. 
Tum most successful competitor in the second 
= ” competition proved to be Mr. A. Odum, 
of 62, William Street, Dublin, although the difficulty 
of selection was very great indeed. In answer to the 
uestion “ What becomes of the oil in oil paint when 
ands, peanche eben, chemtialiy’ foeriingeotld 
eva » al oxygen, chemically forming so 
substance.” The prize, a tleman’s silver watch, 
has therefore been forwarded to the above address. 


A CORRESPONDENT is most anxious to obtain an answer 


and the mother was sitti 
course be different. A 


to this ion: “Is ‘Big Ben,’ in the Clock Tower 
of W i Palace, cracked P” Not 
only is the bell cracked, but the fissure is getting 


‘worse . “Big Ben” wascast by Messrs. Mears, 
In Wiltechepel, and Sas hung in 1868 in the place of 
its predecessor which had been brought to the 
hammer on ae ge of a A yap defect. The pa 
weighs as nearly as ible fourteen tons, and is 
hung on a beam ravatle of sustaining a weight of 100 
tons. 


Mas. Parntszz, of Aldborough Hall, Ilford, writes: 

A i of the century plant {Aspaus Americana), which 
rarely in this country, is now flowering grandly in my 
—. It belongs to the Maing org leaved variety, and has a 

age flower spike some fifteen feet in height, crowned with its 
cluster of flowers, borne candelabra fashion. These aloes 
habitually bloom when from fifty to seventy years old, and in 
doing so exhaust themselves, so that they subsequently die. 

A peavee of Short Stories says he has seen some- 

— that O. D. ae Ane writer, has 

inveighing against use of the typewriter in 
original composition, and as he is a journalist himeelf 
he is anxious to hear my opinion on the subject. 
Mr. Warner, if I remember rightly, 
argued that the wordy and diffuse, not to say at py 
character of much that is written nowadays, was due 
to the writer. If he had said that it was due 
to dictation, his criticism would, I think, have been 
more just. To com direct on to a typewriter 
when once this manner of writing has become 
mechanical, needs no sacrifice of grace of expression, 
or neatness of style. On the contrary it is a vast 
assistance in enabling an author to write as fast or 
almost as fast as he can think, and also to judge of 
what he has written with the same ease as F it were 
already in type, thus doing away with the necessity 
for copious correction in proof which is always dis- 
advantageous. whe pense which is in the habit 
of breaking down, ribbon which is continually 
getting entangled, necessitating constant adjourn- 
ments to the lavatory to enable one to remove the 


IF 
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stains from one's fingers is, of course, fatal. But 

ial gooey 1 aed who under- 

stands it, these fatalities ought not to occur. It can- 
not be denied, however, that dictating, with all ite 
advantages, is liable to il a man’s style. It 

encourages him to write long sentences, and v 

often to write too much. - In a word, it is 

likely to make an author careless. Yet those 
who have once taken to writing in this way seldom, 
if ever, give it up. But no power on earth will 
ever convince me that to di well is not twice 

as hard as to write well, either direct on to a 

machine or with a pen. The number of authors who 

stick to the old style, to the misery of editors and 
compositors, is quite remarkable. Every word of the 

‘Final War,” for instance, was written by hand, and 

when I remonstrated with Mr. Tracy he declared that 

all his best work came from the tip of his pen. It is 
always possible, of course, to send MS, to a type- 
writing office before submitting it to an editor, a fact 

which I wish many who consider £2 2s. a column a 

oo inducement to write for P.W. would bear in 

mind. 

AN OLD CARTHUSIAN inquires: “Is it generally true that 
boys who excel in school are duffers in the playing- 
fields P One might naturally conclude 
that this would be the case. Competition in the class- 
room is so fierce, athleticism so absorbing. But an 
appeal to the headmasters of our public schools 
speedily scatters this delusion to the winds. As a 
matter of fact, about 60 per cent. of those who gain 
scholarships are members either of the school cricket 
eleven or football teams—a fact of which, as a nation, 
we may well feel proud. 

Ir is not meant, I hope, in a frivolous way, but a 
correspondent signing herself “Go-ahead” declares 
openly for cycling classes instead of cookery classes. 
She says that most women know something about 
cooking intuitively (I am sorry that I cannot agree 
with her), but that not one in a million knows any- 
thing at all about bicycles (I admit this with 

leasure), “Go-ahead” advocates the organisa- 
ion of classes where women may be taught 
how bicycles are built and how to repair 
any il break or remedy a _ puncture. 

The idea is admirable. I do not suppose that they 

would really learn much. No one ever does at these 

classes. But the ordinary woman is grossly ignorant 
on the subject. Bicycle shops are not to be found 
round every corner in the country, and a woman with 

a punctured cas is about as helpless as a woman 

trying to catch a cat who has run off with a spring 

chicken in its mouth. Men might attend these 
classes. This would please the ladies. It would 
also do the men good. Every man of course 
knows all that there is to know about bicycles. This 
is an understood thing. But one cannot help 
noticing that such little trifles as the way to patch up 

a tyre, or cee a chain, are liable to slip their 

memories at the critical moment. Altogether, 

“ Go-ahead’s ” idea is much to be admired. It is very 

tedious, after all, leading a disabled bicycle. It is 

also ignominious. 

H. W. S. writes: 

In a recent issue of P.W. the remark is made that Mr. John 
Wilson, Mayor of Kalgoorlie, being twenty-nine years of age, is 
probably the youngest mayor in the world. Asa matter of fact 
the Earl Beauchamp, at present mayer of Worcester, is not 
quite 243 years of age. The Earl takes a very active part in all 
the municipal affairs of the city, and discharges the duties of his 
offices most efficiently. 

A CORRESPONDENT who signs. himself “ A Believer in 
Systems,” writes: “Does the fact that the profite of 
the Casino at Monte Carlo have been steadily 
declining since 1889, indicate that the public have 
been more than usually successful, or that the 
popularity of the gaming roome is, in fact, on the 
wane. The point has been raised at a meeting of our 
local debating society, and it has been decided to 
refer the matter to you.” The causes 
which have contributed to the decline of the 

rofits at Monte Carlo certainly do not 
include any phenomenal runs of luck on the 
pest of the public. Nor can it be fairly said that 

e poptlerity of the Casino is declining, since the 
number of visitors is continually on the increase. 
The truth of the matter, I believe, lies in the fact 
that gamblers are becoming more They are 
realising at last that capital must in the long 
run; that those who win one day almost invariabl 
return again, if not the next , the next wee 
or the next year, and finally lose again every 
penny they have “borrowed.” If a man with £50 
in his pocket were to toss for sovereigns for an 
indefinite oe with another whose capital was 
£100,000, the latter must inevitably win all in 
the end. This is the matter in a nutehell, and con- 
sequently there is in these days less recklessness and 
little plunging ; very few people, in fact, seriously set 
themselves to ‘break the bank.” The majority of 
those who frequent the tables play for comparatively 
small amounts, which they arepre} to loseand leave 
behind them if the goddess nee is ungenerous. 
This tendency in the direction of moderation has 
been nenomsparied Ly a change in the social standing 
of the habitués. Monte Carlo is more popular in a 
sense than ever. But, at the same time, it is less 
select. The place, in a word, has become vulgarised. 


YOU SEE IT IN P.W,, 


Waex enpina 
Ava. 22, 1896, 


THE results of the “‘ Advance’ Cycle” and the “ 
Entry ” Competitions will be published shortly, va 

ALTHOUGH subscriptions to the Fersa Are Funp are 
still coming to hand in a way that speaks volumes for 
the generosity of my readers, although in fact they 
seem determined that as few little wails and strays ag 

possible shall have to live the whole year round with. 
out @ peep into the country, a day when they shall not 
know what it is to be hungry and even thirsty, we are 
still far short of the amount which is required to 
ng fe our original programme. The water famine 
in London at the present time has lent an additional 
horror to the East-end. That this should be added to 
what the little ones have to suffer is terrible. At such 
a time even the most callous must be led to reflect on 
the social condition of these poor driblets of 
humanity: at such a time they could hardly refuse 
their assistance, however slight, to the work of remov- 
ing at least one of the miseries of the East-end, 

Last week, at the moment of going to press, I was able 
to acknowledge the sum of £25 that a generous reader 
had remitted on behalf of the F.A.F. £15 was up to 
that time the highest individual subscription. Who 
will be the next I wonder to establish a record? The 
sum of £18 which I have the yeu of entering on 
the list oe week was pay by -— H. R. Hedger 
among the mgers and crew of the Pacific 
Steam Navigation Oo.’s R.M.S. Oratava. My 
sincerest thanks are due to all those who in any way 
contributed to this result. 
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USED BY THE ROYAL FAMILY. 


. Product of Purest Sea Water and Electricity. Absolutely Non-Poisonous. 


FO’ "SE IN THE HOUSEHOLD, THE BATH, THE SICK ROOM, N FACT, ANYWHERE AND EVERYWHERE. 


IMPORTANT TELEGRAM from SOUTH AFRICA. 
“Send 50 cases of ELECTROZONE, Mafeking —EARL GREY.” 


'ROZONE is a very powerful antiseptic, disinfectant, and deodorant, and possesses a strong immediate bleaching action without the addition of an acid. For use as a disinfectant it 


vivantage | that its disinfectant constituents are not rendered inert by forming compounds, as do mercury and carbolic acid, with organic matter ; while it has the indisputable merit of 
jvisonous. ”— LANCET, July 18th, 1896. 


Removes all Smelis. Annihilates Disease Germs. Ensures Perfect Sanitation. 
jEALS CUTS, BURNS, WOUNDS, BOILS, &c. KILLS INFLAMMATION. PREVENTS BLOOD-POISONING. 


PUsen wll the Principal Hospitals, Infirmaries, Hotels, and in Private Houses in the United States for Many Years. Its Valuable Properties have been 
Demonstrated at Leading English Hospitals, and Recognised by British Sanitary Specialists, Doctors, and Analysts. 


Sa a a ce ee 
Mi DITRI A ( MEDICINAL Cures Hay Fever, Cold in the Head, Sore Throat, Scarlet Fever, Typhoid Fever, Dysentery, &c, 
ELECTROZONE. A Marvellous Curatite Agent. Sold in Bottles, 2s. 6d., by all Leading Chemists and Stores. 


Ar pril 1, £8, May I £7 aed £10, July 1, £9, 
Abg. 1, 29, Sept. meget Ms 1, £8, Nov. 1, £7, 


Total for 12 months £92 per cent., an average 

of nearly £8 PEE CENT. PER MONTH. 
Prorits Paid DuRING 1896, 

Jan. 2, £6 per cent., Feb. 1, £7, Mar. 2, £6, 


E). ECTRO ZONE |s sold by all the Stores and Leading Chemists in Quart Bottles, 1/-. Large Quantities on Special Terms. Note the Trade Mark: ‘EO (Electricity and Ozone), 
Books and Pamphlets, giving fullest information, sent Post Free, from 
fNk & LONDON, VW.c. 
{HIGH-CLASS TAILORING (DO NOT BUY HIGH-C L ASS De’ ruta, ANP 
i re Every garment cut to measure. . ‘ a Jan. 2, £8 per cent., Feb. 1, £6, Mar. 1, £5, 
A URESES| J EWELLERY Defore Starting , : 
Sond to our WHOLE. 
ee ae aa AT WHOLESALE PRICES 


THE BRITISH ELECTROZONE CORPORATION LTD., TRAFALGAR SUNLONSS: SEARING CROSS, 
Pas MEN'S 8 pale, AT A SHOP. CLOTHING 


AY April 1, £6, May, £6, June 1, £5, July 1, £5. 
1,500 Engravinga of every \ it "ft Before giving Bin orders send to J. H- poet , £5. 
M WATCHES AND ; 1 HOTT, the only Wholesale pore whosells} OUR NEW ILLUSTRATED MANUAL 
zea uls ay OLE: siugle garments at Wholesale Prices. mailed free upon request, sho how these 
Pins, Brooches, Bracelete, rs : GENTS’ (special measure) SUITS from 16/1 ee may be made WITHOUT SPECULA- 
Chains, Electro- Plate, and : : GENTS ' (spec. measure) TROUSERStrom4/i | TION. Cheques for profits mailed Promptly 
Ym Catlery much below sbop prices oes, : 7 SAILOR SUITS . from @/i1 | 1st of each month, and for withdrawals of 
leces for | Mending } f The ENOC oa t 2 THE COMBINATION SAILOR SUIT capital on 2nd and 16th of each month. Trial 
t att °."CHA 7 = pe with 2 pals of Ealchers 2: On aren ee ee ee uaed Cleat 
} LADIES = FEE 308. ; - Write for Patterns with Rules for Self- | DOUGLAS, HUNGERFOED, & WILLIAMS, 
Taneeoe bifvex pe Wartaia ave mC $4 — __ measurement, 5, Copthall Avenue, Londén, E.C., and 


Paid and money re- Place de la Bourse, Paris. 
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ee ee trae ee aaa Wank: cee On a journey to the seaside, the 
Ft wilt pay you to do oo, | GA, SEONZH'S ERY nturned if not approved. || Continent, or to visit friends, ladies 
trom)" Bost, tree on NQO..), FASHIONED EXTRAVAGANT FRIES, | 1] should take care to provide them- 

—Man wv, 
Application eaprnecce a oe Viterlor goods usually considered || Selves with a supply of 

ALL cops CARRIAGE good enough for Watch Clubs by other firms, should 


Spply for particulars. ’ 
eine mance SOUTHALLS 
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Enough to make & Gallons. 
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